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■IILAWS OF JAMAICA
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i ■ •
THE
LAWS OF J AMAI CA
PASSED IN
A  Session which b e g a n  o n  the 31st day o e  M arch and 
W AS ADJOURNED SINE D IE  ON THE 20TH D A Y  OE APRIL, 18S6.
P U B L IS H E D  B Y  A U T H O R IT Y .
J A M A I C A :
GOVERNMENT PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT.
1886.

T A B L E  O F  L A W S .
[ Assented to 81st April, 1886.2
1. A  Law to Amend the Law relating to Partition.
2. The Lucea Sanitary Law, 1SS6.
3. The Probate of Deeds Amendment Law, 1886.
4. The Birds and Fish Protection Law, 1885, Amendment
Law, 1886.
5. The Stamp Duty Law, 1868, Amendment Law, 1886.
[Assented to 89th April 1886.]
6. The Law for the Relief of the Poor, 1886.
7. The Poor Rate Law Amendment Law, 1886.
8. The Public Water Supply Law, 1873-81, Amendment Law,
1886.
[Assented to 4-th May, 1886.2
9. The Registration of Voters Law, 1886.
[Assented to 89 th April, 1886.2
10. The Parochial General Purposes Fund Law, 1886.
11. The Further Appropriation Law, 1885-86.
[ Assented to 4th May, 1886.2
12. The Post Office Law Amendment Law, 1886.
13. The Parochial Boards Law 1885, Amendment Law, 1886.
14. The Railways Further Loan Law, 1886.
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STATUTES AND LAWS
Repealed and amended by Laws o f 1886.
Statutes and Laws repealed 
or amended. H ow  affected.
Number o f Law 
o f 1886.
Law  15 o f 1873 Incorporated with Law L
Law  6 o f 1867 Sections 14 and 15 as to By- 
Laws incorporated with ) Law 2.
27 Vic., chap. 17 ) 
Law 3 of 18/6  > 
Law 6 o f  1882 J
Incorporated with Law 3.
Law  32 o f 1885 Section 2 amended by Law 4.
Law  33 o f  1868 Schedule as to Agreements 
and Letters o f  Attorney 
amended by
1
J
- Law 5.
Law 15 o f  1881 Repealed. Law 6.
Law 5 o f 1868 Amended by Law 7.
Law  24 o f  1873 
Law 18 o f 1881
Section 11 o f Law 24 o f 1873 
repealed.
Section 13 o f Law 24 o f 1873 
modified.
Section 3 o f  Law 18 of 1881 
repealed.
Section 9 o f  Law 18 o f 1881 
modified ; other provisions 
incorporated with
j
>
- Law 8.
Law 20 o f  1884 
Law  16 o f 1885
Sections 3 to 44 o f Law 20 of 
1884 and Sections 12 to 34 
o f  Law 16 o f 1885 inclusive 
repealed.
>
- Law 9.
Law 18 o f 1868 Section 10 amended and in* 
coiporated with 
Sections 13 and 14 partially 
repealed and modified. 
Schedule to Law '18 o f 1868 
relating to Letters repealed 
and Schedule substituted. ,
<- Law 12.
Law  21 o f  1884 \  
Law 16 o f  1885 J
Amended by Law 13.
JAMAICA—LAW 1 OF 1886.
A  Law to amend the Law relating to Partition.
[21st April, 1886.']
BE it enacted, by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council of the Island of Jamaica, as 
follows
1—This Law may he cited as “ The Partition Law, 1886,” 
and shall be read as one with The Partition Law, 1873.
2—This Law shall apply to actions pending at the time of 
the passing of this Law, as well as to actions commenced after 
the passing thereof; and the term “ action” includes a suit, 
and the term “ judgment” includes a decree ox order.
3—Where, in an action for Partition, it appears to the Court 
that notice of the judgment on the hearing of the cause can­
not be served on all the persons on whom that notice is by the 
Partition Law, 1873, required to be served, or cannot be so 
served without expense disproportionate to the value of the 
property to which the action relates, the Court may, if it thinks 
fit, on the request of any of the parties interested in the pro­
perty, and notwithstanding the dissent or disability of any 
others of them, by order dispense with that service on any 
person or class of persons specified in the order, and instead 
thereof may direct advertisements to be published, at such times 
and in such manner as the Court shall think fit, calling upon 
all persons claiming to be interested in such property who 
have not been so served to come in and establish their respec­
tive claims in respect thereof, before a Judge in Chambers, 
within a time to be thereby limited.
Preamblo.
Short Title and 
Incorporation.
Law applicable to 
pending Actions. 
Interpretation.
Power to Court in 
certain cases to dis­
pense with service 
of Notice of Judg­
ment.
2Provisions as 'to 
proceeds of Sales 
Property where 
Service of Notice 
dispensed with.
After the expiration o f the time so limited, all persons who 
shall not have so come in and established such claims, whether 
they are within or without the jurisdiction o f the Court, (in­
cluding persons under any disability,) shall he hound by the 
proceedings in the action as if, on the day o f the date o f the 
order dispensing with service, they had been served with notice 
of the judgment service whereof is dispensed with ; and there­
upon the powers o f the Court under Section 8 o f Law 15 of 
1873 shall extend to the interests o f all such persons in the- 
property to which the action relates as if  they had been parties 
to the action ; and the Court may, i f  it shall think fit, direct a 
sale o f the property, and give all necessary or proper conse­
quential directions.
4—Where an order is made under this Law dispensing with 
service o f notice on any person or class of persons, and pro­
perty is sold by order o f the Court, the following Provisions 
shall have effect;
(1) The proceeds o f sale shall be paid into Court to abide 
the further order o f the Court;
(2) The Court shall, by order, fix a time at the expira­
tion of' which the proceeds will be distributed, and 
may from time to time, by further order, extend that 
tim e;
(3) The Court shall direct such notices to be given, by 
advertisements or otherwise, as it thinks best adapted 
for notifying to any persons on whom service is dis­
pensed with, who may not have previously come in 
and established their claims, the fact of the sale, the 
time o f the intended distribution, and the time within 
which a claim to participate in the proceeds must 
he made;
(4) I f  at the expiration o f the time so fixed or extended 
the interests o f all the persons or classes o f persons 
interested have been ascertained, the Court shall dis­
tribute the proceeds in accordance with the rights so 
ascertained:—
[Ch . 1.] A  Law to Amend the Law Relating to Partition.
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(5) I f  at the expiration of the time so fixed, or extended 
the interests of all the persons interested have not 
been ascertained, and it appears to the Court that 
they cannot be ascertained, or cannot be ascertained 
■without expense disproportionate to the value of the 
property or o f the unascertained interests, the Court 
shall distribute the proceeds in such manner as 
appears to the Court to be most in accordance with 
the rights of the persons whose claims to participate 
in the proceeds have been established, whether all 
those persons are or arc not before the Court, and 
with such reservations (if any) as to the Court may 
seem fit in favor of any other persons (whether ascer­
tained or not) who may appear, from the evidence 
before the Court, to have any prima facie rights which 
ought to be so provided for, although such rights 
may not have been fully established, but to the exclu­
sion of all other persons; and thereupon all such 
other persons shall, by virtue of this Law, be excluded 
from participation in those proceeds on the distribu­
tion thereof; but, notwithstanding the distribution, 
any excluded person may recover from any partici­
pating person any portion received by him of the 
share of the excluded person.
6—Where in an action for Partition two or more sales are 
made, if  any person who has by virtue o f this Law been ex­
cluded from participation in the proceeds of any o f those sales 
establishes his claim to participate in the proceeds of a subse­
quent sale, the shares of the other persons interested in the pro­
ceeds of the subsequent sale shall abate to the extent (if any) to 
w'hich they were increased by the non-participation o f the ex­
cluded person in the proceeds o f the previous sale, and shall 
to that extent be applied in or towards payment to that person 
o f the share to which he would have been entitled in the pro­
ceeds of the previous sale if his claims thereto had been esta­
blished in due time.
6—In an action for Partition a request for sale may be made, 
or an undertaking to purchase given, on the part of a married
A  Law to Amend the Law Relating to Partition. [Oh. 1.]
Provisions in- case 
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■woman, infant, person o f unsound mind, or person under any 
other disability, by the next friend, guardian, committee in 
lunacy (if so authorized by order in lunacy), or other person 
authorized to act on behalf o f  the person under such disability; 
but the Court shall not be bound to comply with any such 
request or undertaking on the part o f any infant unless it 
appear that the sale or purchase w ill be for his benefit.
7— For the purposes o f the Partition Law, 1873, and o f this 
Law, an action for Partition shall include an action for sale 
and distribution o f the proceeds; and in an action for Partition 
it shall be sufficient to claim a sale and distribution o f the pro­
ceeds, and it shall not be necessary to claim a Partition.
[Ch . 1.] A  haw to Amend the haw Relating to Partition.
JAMAICA—LAW 2 OF 1886
The lu cea  Sanitary Law o f1886.
[fla t April, 1886.]
“TT THERE AS it is advisable to give to the Local Board o f Preamble.
T f  Health of the Parish of Hanover power to stop and pre­
vent the pollution of a certain stream, gutter or gully, now 
known as the Venture Gullyor Venture Gutter, which passes or 
flows through a certain portion of the Town o f Lucea:—
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, with the advice and 
consent o f the Legislative Council o f the Island o f Jamaica, as 
follow s:—
1— At any time after the passing of this Law it shall be Power to give no 
lawful for the Inspector o f Nuisances of the Town of Lucea, sSsMcesTt^Ven- 
or other person by written authority o f the Local Board o f ture GuUr- 
Health o f the Parish of Hanover, (who are hereby empowered
to grant such authority,) to give notice to the person in oc­
cupation of any land on which there is, or to which is attached 
or belongs, any convenience for the washing o f clothes, any 
privy, latrine, closet or cesspool, from which any excrement, 
foul water or other offensive matter, falls flows or drains, or in 
the opinion of such Board may fall flow or drain, into so much 
of the said Venture Gully or Venture Gutter, or any stream or 
gutter tributary thereto, as lies within one mile o f the sea, 
within forty-eight hours after receipt of such notice to remove, 
abate and discontinue, such privy, latrine, closet, cesspool or 
convenience, as aforesaid.
2— The occupier of any such land as aforesaid failing to Penalty on disobe- 
comply with the terms of such notice as aforesaid shall, in <5ience t0 Notice' 
respect o f such failure, be guilty o f an offence, and on sum-
2Service of Notice.
Pow er to Board to 
abate Nuisance.
Power to make By- 
!Laws as to Venture 
Gully.
mary conviction thereof, at the instance o f  the Inspector o f  
Nuisances or other person as aforesaid, before any two Justices, 
shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding Forty Shillings.
3—  Service o f any such notice may be made in the same way 
as service o f  process issuing out o f any Court o f  Petty Sessions, 
and may be proved in like manner.
In  the case o f  vacant possession it shall be sufficient to 
nail or otherwise affix the notice on some conspicuous part o f 
the privy, latrine, closet, cesspool or convenience, as aforesaid.
4—  In  the event o f  the occupier as aforesaid failing to com ­
ply  with any notice as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the Local 
Board o f  Health o f  the Parish o f  Hanover to remove, destroy 
and abate, any such privy, latrine, closet, cesspool or conve­
nience as aforesaid, without being responsible for the value o f  
any material composing the same.
The expenses o f  such removal, destruction and abatement, 
shall be recoverable, by summary process before two Justices, 
from  the occupier or owner o f  the premises on which such 
privy, latrine, closet, cesspool or convenience, stood, or to 
w hich the same belonged.
5—  It  shall be lawful for the Local Board o f  Health o f  the 
Parish o f  Hanover from  time to time, in manner and subject 
to confirmation as in Sections 14 and 15 o f Law 6 o f  1867 pre­
scribed, to make, publish, alter or repeal, Bye-Laws with refer­
ence to so much o f the said Venture Gully or Venture Gutter, 
or any G ully or Gutter tributary to the same, as may be within 
one m ile o f  the sea,
(1) To prevent the erection thereon or adjoining thereto
o f  conveniences for washing clothes, privies, la ­
trines, closets or cesspools, from which excrem ent, 
fou l water or other offensive matter might fall, 
flow or drain, into the same,
(2) T o  prevent the putting [of any dirt, or offensive or
decaying or deleterious matter, into the same, and
(3) Generally to prevent the doing o f  anything tending
to the pollution o f  the same.
Ch . 2.] The Lucea Sanitary Taw o f  1886.
36— All the Provisions o f Law 6 of 1867 with respect to Bye- 
Laws made under Sections 14 and 15 o f that Law, and all the 
Provisions as to enforcing the same, and as to penalties for 
breach o f the same, shall he taken to apply to Bye-Laws un­
der this Law, in the same way as i f  such Bye-Laws had been 
made under Sections 14 and 15 o f the said Law.
The I/ucea Sanitary Law o f  1886. [Ch . 2.]
Law 6 of 1867, 
Sections 14 and 15 
incorporated as to 
such By-Laws.

JAMAICA—LAW  3 OF 1886.
The Prohate o f  Deeds Amendment Law, 1886.
[ f is t  April, 1886.']
WHEREAS it is desirable to afford further facilities for the Probate o f Deeds executed [outside the limits o f 
this Island:—
Be it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
o f the Legislative Council o f  Jamaica, as follows :—
1—Deeds executed in any Country outside the limits o f this 
Island may be proved on the oath or affirmation o f any sub­
scribing witness thereto, or be acknowledged by any party or 
parties thereto, before any Notary Public or person exercising 
the functions o f a Notary Public in such Country; and every 
deed so proved or acknowledged in any such Country shall be 
deemed to be sufficiently proved or acknowledged, provided that 
such probate or acknowledgment purport to be certified under 
the hand and seal o f such Notary Public, and provided that where 
any deed purports to have heen proved or acknowledged before 
any Notary Public in any Foreign State or Country there be 
annexed to such deed a certificate, under the hand and seal o f 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador, Envoy, Minister, Charge d’Affaires, 
or Secretary o f Embassy or Legation, exercising his functions 
in such Foreign State or Country, or o f Her Majesty’s Consul 
General or Consul, or any Vice Consul, or Acting Consul or 
Consular Agent, o f Her Majesty, exercising his functions in 
such Foreign State or Country, to the effect that the person 
before whom such deed is so proved is a Notary Public duly 
commissioned and practising in such Foreign State or Country 
or some portion thereof, and that full faith and credit can be 
given to his acts.
Preamble.
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2—  Any deed which previously to the passing o f this Law 
may have been proved or acknowledged in manner by this 
Law authorized shall he as valid and effectual as i f  this Law 
had been then in force.
3—  The words “  Deed”  and “  Deeds” in this Law, and in the 
A ct and Laws incorporated herewith, include Powers or Let­
ters o f Attorney.
4—  This Law and the Act 27 Victoria Chapter 17, and Laws 
3 o f 1876 and 6 o f  1882, shall he read together as one Law, 
and may together be styled “ The Prohateof Deeds Laws 1863- 
1886.”
[Ch . 3 .] The Probate o f  D eeds Amendment. Law, 1886.
JAMAICA—LAW 4 OF 1886.
The Birds and Fish Protection Law, 1885, Amendment 
Law, 1886,
[21st April, 1886.']
BE it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council o f the Island of Jamaica, as 
follow s:—
1—In amendment o f Section 2 o f Law 32 o f 1885, it is 
hereby provided that it shall he lawful for the Governor from 
time'to time, by notice in the Gazette, to declare that as to 
any o f the Birds, Fishes and Creatures, enumerated in the 
Second Schedule of the said Law the Provisions o f the said 
Section shall cease to apply, and any such alteration from 
time to time to vary or cancel; and thereupon the Provisions 
of the said Section shall cease to apply, or shall again apply 
(as the case may be) with such variations as by any such de­
claration may be provided; and it shall also be lawful for 
the Governor, by notice as aforesaid, to declare as to any 
Bird, Fish or Creature, not enumerated in the said Schedule 
that it shall, from the date o f such notice, be deemed to be 
included in the said Schedule for such Close Season as may be 
named in such declaration as applicable to the same, and any 
such declaration from time to time to modify, alter or amend, 
in the same way as if  such Bird, Fish or Creature, had been 
enumerated in the said Schedule, and thereupon such Bird, 
Fish or Creature, shall be deemed to be included in the said 
Schedule for the Close Season assigned to it in the said notice 
to all intents and purposes.
Preamble.
Power to the Go­
vernor to deal with 
or add to the Birds, 
Fish and Creatures, 
mentioned in the 
second Schedule to 
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JAMAICA—LAW 5 OF 1886.
The Stamp Duty Lau> 1868, Amendment Law, 1886.
\jll8t April, 1886.
HEREAS the Stamp Duty imposed by the Stamp Duty Preamble.
Law, 1868, on every Letter or Power o f Attorney autho­
rising a party to acknowledge payment and satisfaction o f a 
Mortgage demand has by many, and especially by the several 
Building Societies o f this Island, been hitherto read and con­
strued. with the Act 18 Victoria Chapter 31 as including a Let­
ter or Power of Attorney authorising any party or parties to 
acknowledge payment and satisfaction of Mortgage demands 
generally, and such construction has until very lately been 
accepted and acted on :—
And Whereas doubts have lately arisen as to whether the 
Schedule to the said Law imposing such Stamp Duty should 
have been so read and construed, and whether a separate 
Power should not be prepared and recorded in respect o f each 
Mortgage demand:—
And Whereas it is desirable to remove such doubts, as well 
as to the validity of satisfactions already entered upon the 
margin of the Records of Mortgage demands, as to satisfac­
tions hereafter to be entered thereon :—
And Whereas it is expedient to amend the said Law of 1868 
ns to the Stamp Duty on Agreements:—
Be it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
of the Legislative Council o f Jamaica, as follows :—
Schedule to Law 33 
of 1868 amended. 
As to Duties on Let­
ters of Attorney.
2
Amended as to 
Agreements.
Further amended 
as to Agreements.
1—  That, as well in respect o f Letters or Powers o f Attor­
ney already executed and recorded, and acknowledgments of 
payment and satisfaction o f Mortgage demands already en­
tered on the margin o f the Records o f such Mortgage de­
mands, or o f the memorandums thereof, in pursuance o f any 
such Letters or Powers, as o f Letters or Powers o f Attorney 
and acknowledgments or satisfactions to be hereafter executed, 
recorded or entered as aforesaid, the Clause o f the Schedule 
to Law 33 o f 1868 imposing a duty on such Letters or Powers 
o f Attorney as aforesaid shall be read and construed as i f  the 
last portion o f it had originally read as follow s: “  authoris- 
“  ing any party or parties to acknowledge payment and satis- 
“  faction o f Mortgage demands on behalf o f the party or par- 
“  ties giving such authority.”
2—  The Schedule to the said Law 33 o f 1868 shall he and 
the same is hereby amended by substituting the Stamp Duty 
o f two shillings for that o f eight shillings on Agreements as 
defined in the said Schedule.
3—  The Stamp Duty on Agreements for the rent o f land 
when the annual rental shall not exceed five pounds shall be 
sixpence.
[Oh . IM The Stamp Duty Law, Amendment Law, 1886.
JAMAICA— LAW 6 OF 1886.
The Law fo r  the R elief o f the Poor, 1886.
ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES.
G eneral.
1. — Repealing clause.
2. — Transfer of Records.
3. — Definitions.
B oard of Supervision.
4. — Constitution of Board.
5. — Its Expenses.
6. — Its Secretary.
7. — Its Meetings and Office.
8. — Committees of Board.
9. — Power to make General Rules.
10. — Its General Powers and Duties.
11. — Records and Reports of its Proceedings.
12. — Powers of Enquiry and Examination of Witnesses*
13. — Special Enquiries by Members.
14. — Penalties for certain Offences.
15. — Appointment of Clerks, &c.
16. — Right of Members to attend Parochial Board Meetings.
17. — Payment of Salaries and Expenses.
P arochial B oards.
18. — To be Managers of Poor Relief.
19. — To hold Half-yearly Meetings and make up Pauper Rolls.
I nspector of]  the P oor.
20. — His Remuneration and Appointment.
21. — His Duties and Assistants.
22. — His Suspension and Removal.
A rbitration.
23. — Board of Supervision Referee of Disputes between Parishes.
P oor H ouses.
24. — Power to Parishes to join in Erecting.
25. — Approval of Plans for same.
26. — Rules for their Management.
27. — Inmates.
Medical A ttendance.
28. —Medical Officer.
29. —Medical Attendance, Clothing and Education for the Poor.
B elief.
30. —Persons entitled to Belief.
31. —Enquiries as to Applicants for Belief and Temporary Belief to same
32. —Temporary Belief for Starving Poor.
33. —Appeal from Decision of Parochial Board.
34. —Procedure thereon.
M iscellaneous.
35. —Duty of Inspector with respect to the Bastardy and Maintenance
Laws, 1881.
36. —Property of Pauper.
37. —Procedure to Enforce Charge thereon.
38. —Vesting Order as to same.
39. —Effect of Vesting Order and Sale.
40. —Application of Proceeds of Sale.
41. —Seizure of Pauper’s Personal Property.
42. —Enforcement of Orders of the Board of Supervision.
43. —Notices.
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JAMAICA—LAW 6 OF 1886,
The Law fo r  the R elief o f the Poor, 1SSG.
[29th April, 1886.']
•TTTHEREAS by Law 5 of 1868 and Law 27 of 1869 cer- 
VV tain Taxes or Duties are directed to be raised by way 
of Poor Rate, and to be paid under the Governor’s Warrant 
to the Order of the Municipal Board of each respective Parish 
in which the same shall have been raised, to be appropriated 
and applied by such Board to the support of and medical at­
tendance on the poor of the Parish :—
And Whereas the functions and duties of the Municipal 
Board of each Parish have been transferred to and are now 
vested in the Parochial Board thereof:—
And Whereas it is desirable to repeal Law 15 of 1881, “  A 
Law Further to Regulate the Relief of the Poor,” and to 
make other and fuller provision for the better and more 
uniform administration of Poor R elief:—
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, with the advice and 
consent of the Legislative Council o f the Island of Jamaica, 
as follows:—
1— Law 15 of 1881, “ A Law Eurther to Regulate the Re­
lief o f the Poor,”  shall be and the same is hereby repealed ; 
and all other Laws and usages shall be and the same are 
hereby repealed in so far as they are at variance or inconsis­
tent with the Provisions of this Law :—
Provided always that such repeal shall not affect the validity 
of any act or thing done under or in pursuance of the said 
Law or Laws and usages:—
And provided also that such Rules, Orders and Regulations, 
as have heretofore been made for the management of the
Preamble.
Law 15 of 1881 
repealed.
Provisoes as to 
existing Rules and 
Regulations.
4Registers, Books 
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Interpretation
clanse.
Board of Supervi­
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poor, the distribution, of relief, medical attendance on poor 
persons, the government o f Poor Houses, the guidance and 
control of all Parochial Boards and Officers employed under 
them, and otherwise relating to the relief o f the poor, 
shall continue in force till otherwise provided for under this 
Law.
2— As soon as may he after the appointment in any Parish 
o f an Inspector of the Poor under Section 20 o f this Law, the 
Clerk of the Parochial Board of such Parish, and all Almoners 
and other persons having in their custody or possession any 
registers, hooks or other records, relating to the relief of the 
poor in such Parish, shall forthwith send the same to the In­
spector appointed as aforesaid.
3— In this Law the word “  oath” shall include the affirma­
tion o f any person having conscientious objections to taking 
an oath; the word “ Inspector” shall mean the Inspector o f the 
Poor appointed under this Law.
B O A R D  OF SU P E R V ISIO N .
4— A  Board o f Supervision shall he and is hereby estab­
lished for the purposes o f this Law, and the said Board shall 
consist o f nine members, only three o f whom shall he persons 
holding any office o f emolument under the Government, all 
o f whom it shall he lawful for the Governor, by minute, to 
appoint or remove; and it shall also he lawful for the 
Governor to supply any vacancy which may occur in the 
said Board by resignation, removal, death or otherwise, o f the 
said members or any o f them, and also from time to time to 
appoint some person to be a member of the Board during the 
absence from the Island, illness or other incapacity, o f any 
member; and the said Board shall he styled, “  The Board o f  
Supervision for B elief of the Poor in Jamaica,” and the said 
Board shall elect its own Chairman, and may sit from time to 
time and at such places as it may deem expedient. Pour 
members o f the said Board shall form a quorum. In the ab­
sence o f the Chairman the members present at any meeting 
shall elect one o f their number to preside thereat. The Chair­
man or other Presiding Member shall have an original and, in 
the event o f an equality o f votes, a casting vote.
[Ch. 6.] The Law fo r  the R elief o f  the R oot, 1886.
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5—  The members of the said Board shall derive no profit or 
emolument whatever for the discharge of the duties of their 
office, and shall not be personally responsible for anything 
done bona fide in the execution of this Law, or in the exer­
cise o f the powers therein contained : Provided always that 
any necessary expenses incurred by the Board, or by mem­
bers or a member thereof, or any Committee authorised 
or appointed by the Board as hereinafter provided, shall be 
deemed to be part o f the incidental expenses attending the 
execution of this Law and be paid accordingly ; and an ac­
count of all expenses o f the said Board shall be annually laid 
before the Legislative Council.
6—  It shall be lawful for the Governor, as soon as may be 
after the passing o f Jthis Law, to appoint a fit person to be 
Secretary to the said Board, and to supply any vacancy which 
may occur in the,said office of Secretary ; and such Secretary 
shall receive an adequate salary o f such amount, not exceed­
ing £400 per annum, as shall from time to time be regulated 
and approved by the Governor with the advice of the said Board, 
and shall be liable to be removed by the Governor on the re­
commendation o f the said Board ; and it shall be lawful for 
the said Board to assign to such Secretary the execution and 
performance o f all such duties under this or any future Law 
as the said Board may think fit.
7— The said Board o f Supervision shall meet at Head Quar­
ter House in Kingston on such convenient day after the first 
day of July next as the Governor shall appoint by notice in the 
Gazette, and of which due notice shalPalso be given by the Sec­
retary to each of the members, and shall thereafter hold two 
GeneralJMeetings in each year, one upon the first Thursday in 
January, and the other upon the first Thursday in July, or with­
in 20 days after either o f such fixed dates; and the said Board 
shall have power to adjourn from time to time for such time and 
to such place as it shall see fit. And it shall be lawful for the 
said Board to hold special or pro re nata meetings!when directed 
by the Chairman or by any three members.
The said Board shall have an office in Kingston, at which 
the ordinary business of the Board shall be conducted, and at 
which the meetings ot the Board may be held.
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8—  The Board shall have power, as often as it may deem fit, 
to appoint any two or more o f its number as a Committee for 
the purposes o f this Law, and i f  more than two to fix the 
number o f such Committee that shall be sufficient to transact 
business; and it shall be lawful for any such Committee, in 
transacting the business committed to it, to exercise all the 
powers necessary for that purpose which are by this Law 
given to the Board o f Supervision; and such Committee shall 
be bound to report to the Board at such time or times as the 
Board shall direct, and failing such direction shall report to 
the saidJBoard at its next General Meeting.
9—  It shall^be lawful for the said Board from time to time, 
as it shall see occasion, to make, and from time to time to re­
scind or alter, General Buies and Regulations for conducting 
the business o f the said Board, and for exercising the powers 
and authorities thereof:—
Provided always that such Rules and Regulations and 
alterations, or a copy thereof, shall be transmitted to the 
Governor for his sanction and approval in Privy Council, and 
for such additions or alterations as he may deem necessary ; 
and no Rules or Regulations or alterations as aforesaid shall 
be effectual except such as shall have been approved o f by 
the Governor in Privy Council and published in the Jamaica 
Gazette, and the production o f the said Gazette containing 
any such Rules and Regulations as aforesaid shall be evidence 
o f the same without further proof.
10—  It shall be lawful for the Boat’d of Supervision to exa­
mine into the manner in which Poor R elief is administered in 
the several Parishes, and in cases where it shall appear to the 
Board that the arrangements in any Parish are defective to 
require the Parochial Board o f such Parish to remedy such 
defect,— to audit the accounts and books o f Parochial Boards 
in so far as these relate to the relief o f  the poor,— to investi­
gate and determine all charges o f misconduct against the In ­
spectors o f the Poor, Masters of Poor Houses, Medical or other 
Officers who may be appointed by the Parochial Boards, and 
to investigate and report to the Governor any charge prefer­
red against a District Medical Officer, such charges having been
[Ch. 6.] The Law fo r  the R elie f o f  the Poor, 1886.
'brought to its notice in writing and duly authenticated,—  
to settle any question or difference arising between two or 
more Parochial Boards or the officials o f such Boards,— to hear 
and decide appeals from poor persons who have been refused 
relief, or who may consider the relief afforded them inade­
quate ;— and generally it shall he the duty o f the Board of 
Supervision to see the Law effectually administered by the 
several Parochial Boards, without injustice to the persons 
entitled to relief on the one hand, and with due regard to the 
interest o f the taxpayers on the other, and so far as may he to 
secure unity o f system in its practical administration through­
out the Island.
11— The Board o f Supervision shall make a record o f its 
proceedings, in which shall he entered minutes o f all meetings 
held by it, or any Committee appointed by it, and all Resolu­
tions passed and Orders made by such Board, and all other 
matters which the Board may judge proper ; and the said 
Board shall once in every year submit to the Governor a Gene­
ral Report o f its proceedings, which Report shall contain in 
particular a full statement as to the condition and manage­
ment o f the poor throughout Jamaica, and the funds raised 
for their re lie f; and every such Report shall be laid before 
the Legislative Council at the first meeting o f such Council after 
the receipt o f the same by the Governor.
12—  It shall be lawful for the Board o f Supervision to en­
quire into the management o f the poor in every Parish in 
Jamaica; and, for this purpose, the said Board is hereby em­
powered to make enquiries, and require answers or returns to 
he made to the said Board, upon any question or matter con­
nected with or relating to the relief o f the poor, and also by 
a summons, signed by a member or by the Secretary, to re­
quire the attendance o f all or any such persons as it may 
think fit to call before it upon any such question or matter, 
and to administer oaths to and examine upon oath all or any 
such persons, and to require and enforce the production upon 
oath o f all books, contracts, agreements, accounts and writ­
ings, or copies thereof respectively, in anywise relating to 
any such question or matter; or in lieu o f requiring such oaths 
as aforesaid the said Board may, i f  it thinks fit, require any
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13— It shall and may he lawful for the said Board, when­
ever it may seem fitting to it, to authorise and empower fo r  
a limited time one or more o f the members thereof to conduct 
any special enquiry in any part o f Jamaica, and to report 
thereon to the B oard; and such member or members so autho­
rised and empowered shall he entitled to summon and exa­
mine witnesses on oath, and to exercise all such other o f the 
powers by this Law given to the Board o f Supervision as may 
he necessary for conducting such enquiry; and such member 
or members shall be reimbursed by the said Board all ex­
penses necessarily incurred by him or them in conducting 
such enquiry, and such expenses shall be deemed part o f  the 
expenses attending the execution o f this Law, and he paid ac­
cordingly. Any witness summoned under the next preceding 
Section shall he entitled to be paid his expenses at the same 
time or times, and according to the same scale, as a witness 
summoned to the Circuit Court in a Civil Suit, and it shall be 
lawful for the Board o f Supervision, in any case where it sees 
fit, to order and allow such expenses o f or concerning the pro­
duction o f any hooks, contracts, agreements, accounts or writ­
ings, or copies thereof, to or before the said Board or Com­
mittee thereof, or member or members, as such Board may 
deem reasonable ; and such expenses so ordered arid allowed 
shall he deemed part o f the incidental expenses attending 
the execution o f  this Law, and he paid accordingly.
14— I f  any person, upon any examination on oath under 
the authority o f this Law, shall w ilfully give false evidence, he ' 
shall he deemed guilty o f  perjury, and shall he liable to the 
pains and penalties th ereo f; and in case any person shall 
w ilfu lly refuse to attend in obedience to any summons o f the 
Board o f  Supervision or any Committee thereof, or any mem­
ber or members authorised or appointed by the Board as 
aforesaid, or to give evidence, or shall w ilfully refuse to pro­
duce any hooks, contracts, agreements, accounts and writings, 
or copies o f  the same, which may he required to he produced
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before the saicl Board or Committee, or member or members 
as aforesaid, or shall wilfully neglect or disobey any of the 
orders o f the said Board or Committee, or member or mem­
bers, or shall wilfully insult the said Board or Committee, or 
member or members, while holding any enquiry or special 
enquiry under this Law, or shall wilfully interrupt the pro­
ceedings o f the said Board or Committee, or member or mem­
bers, or otherwise misbehave during the holding of any such 
enquiry or special enquiry as aforesaid, such persons being 
thereof lawfully convicted shall forfeit and pay, for the first 
offence any sum not exceeding Two Pounds, for the second 
and every subsequent offence any sum not exceeding Ten 
Pounds, or less than Pive Pounds. And all such penalties 
may be recovered by summary proceeding upon complaint in 
writing made in the name o f the Secretary to the Board o f 
Supervision, or o f any Agent to be appointed by minute o f the 
said Board, to the District Court Judge o f the District in which 
the offence shall have been committed, or to the District Court 
Judge o f the District in which the offender may be found.
15— The Board o f Supervision is hereby empowered .from 
time to time to appoint its own Clerks, Messengers and Officers, 
and from time to time, at the discretion o f the said Board, to 
remove such Clerks, Messengers and Officers, or any o f them, 
and to appoint others in their stead:—Provided that the 
amount o f the salaries o f such Clerks, Messengers and Officers, 
shall from time to time be regulated by the Governor, and 
the name o f every person so appointed or removed as aforesaid 
shall forthwith be intimated to the Governor for his approval.
16— It shall be lawful for the members o f the Board o f Su­
pervision or any o f them to attend and be present at any meet­
ing o f a Parochial Board, and to take part in the discussions 
so far as the same relate to the relief or management o f the 
poor, but not to vote at such Board.
17—  The salaries o f the Secretary to the said Board, and of 
all Clerks, Messengers and Officers, the office expenses o f the 
Board, and all incidental expenses attending the execution of 
this Law as provided herein, shall be paid out of the General 
Bevenue o f the Island.
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The Governor shall from time to time place in the Trea­
sury to the credit of. the Board o f  Supervision such sum o f  
money as shall seem to him necessary to meet expenses 
authorised by this Law.
P A R O C H IA L  B O A R D S .
18—  The Parochial Board in each Parish shall be the Mana­
gers o f the Poor under this Law, and the whole administra­
tion o f the Laws for the relief o f  the Poor shall, subject to the 
Provisions o f this Law, be under the direction and control o f 
such Parochial Board.
19— Every Parochial Board shall, on the first Thursday o f 
October in this present year, or on such day thereafter as 
may be fixed by the Board o f Supervision, meet for the pur­
pose o f making up, or causing to he made up, a R oll o f  the 
poor persons claiming and by law entitled to relief from the 
Parish, and o f the amount o f relief given or to he given to each 
o f such persons, and such meeting shall make up or cause to be 
made up such roll as aforesaid with the least possible delay, 
and shall cause a copy o f such R oll to he affixed to the door o f 
each Court House in the Parish; and thereafter every Parochial 
Board shall fix certain days and places on and at which the 
General Meetings o f the Board shall he held, and may adjourn 
such meetings from  time to time and to such places as such 
Parochial Board shall see f i t : Provided always that every 
Parochial Board shall be hound to hold at least two General 
Meetings in every year, one on the last Thursday o f October, 
o r  As soon thereafter as may he, and the other on the last 
Thursday o f April, or as soon thereafter as may he, or at such 
other stated times as may he approved o f by the Board o f 
Supervision, and at such meetings shall revise and adjust the 
R oll o f  Paupers and their allowances.
T H E  IN S P E C T O R  OF T H E  POOR.
20—  Each Parochial Board, at its first meeting as aforesaid, 
shall fix the remuneration to he paid to the Inspector to be 
appointed as hereinafter mentioned, and shall forthwith report 
to the Board o f Supervision the amount o f the remuneration 
proposed to he given to him.
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I f  such remuneration shall be deemed by the Board o f Su­
pervision inadequate or excessive, and the Parochial Board on 
the recommendation o f the Board o f Supervision shall refuse 
to alter it, it shall be lawful for the Governor to fix the 
remuneration.
The remuneration once fixed as aforesaid shall continue to 
he the remuneration o f the Inspector until, with the approval 
o f the Board of Supervision, it shall he altered at some subse­
quent meeting o f the Parochial Board.
When the remuneration has been fixed as aforesaid in any 
Parish the Parochial Board thereof shall without delay appoint 
a fit and proper person to be the Inspector o f the Poor for such 
Parish, and shall report to the Board o f Supervision the name 
and address of the person so appointed.
21— The Inspector in each Parish shall have the custody of 
and be responsible for all books, writings, accounts and other 
documents whatsoever, relating to the management or relief 
of the poor in such parish; and it shall be the duty o f the 
said Inspector to enquire into and make himself acquainted 
with the particular circumstances o f the case o f each indivi­
dual poor person receiving relief from the poor funds—and 
to keep a Boll o f all such persons, and o f the sums paid to them 
or on their account, and a record o f all persons who have ap­
plied for relief, shewing the particulars o f each case and how 
disposed of,— and to visit and inspect personally, at least twice 
in the year, or oftener if  required by the Parochial Board or 
Board of Supervision, at their respective places o f residence, 
all the poor persons in the receipt of parochial relief from 
such Parish,— and to report to the Parochial Board and to the 
Board o f Supervision upon all matters connected with the 
management o f the poor in conformity with the instructions 
which he may from time to time receive from the said Boards 
respectively,— and to perform such other duties relating to'the 
administraton of this Law as the said Boards or either of them 
may direct:— ,
Provided always that in populous or extensive Parishes the
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duties o f  inspecting and visiting and relieving the poor may he 
performed lay Assistant Inspectors, to he appointed and paid; 
and be liable to dismissal, by the Parochial Board, and for 
whose conduct and accuracy the Inspector (under whom such 
Assistant Inspectors shall be placed) shall be responsible to 
. the Board o f Supervision and the Parochial Board respec­
tively.
A nd it is hereby declared that no two o f the offices o f 
Inspector, Assistant Inspector, Master o f  a Poor House or 
Medical Officer, shall be held by the same person, but nothing 
herein shall prevent the offices o f  Clerk to the Parochial 
Board and o f Inspector o f  the Poor from  being held by the 
same person : Provided nothing in this Law shall prevent the 
appointment o f  Assistant Inspectors without remuneration.
22—  I f  any Inspector shall fail, or neglect or refuse, to per­
form  the duties o f  his office, or shall in the opinion o f  the 
Board o f  Supervision he negligent in or unfit or incom petent 
to discharge the duties o f  his office, then it shall and may he 
law ful for the Board o f  Supervision, by  a minute or order, to 
suspend or dismiss such Inspector without any notice or com ­
pensation ; and the Parochial Board o f  the Parish in which 
such person is Inspector shall forthwith proceed to appoint 
another person to perform  the duties o f Inspector in the room 
o f  the Inspector so suspended or dismissed:—
Provided always that in case any Parochial Board shall lay 
charges against an Inspector before the Board o f Supervision 
such Parochial Board may, i f  it sees fit, suspend an Inspector 
pending an investigation o f  such charges by the Board o f  
Supervision, and may appoint another person to discharge the 
duties o f Inspector ad interim.
23—  In  the event o f any question or difference arising be­
tween two or more Parochial Boards, or the officials o f  such 
Boards, on matters relating to the re lie f o f  the poor, it is 
hereby enacted that the same shall be referred and submitted 
to the Board o f  Supervision, whose decision thereupon shall 
be final, and not he liable to appeal in any Court o f Law.
[Cn. 6.] The Law  fo r  the B e lie f o f  the Poor, 1886.
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POOR HOUSES.
24—  With the concurrence of the Board of Supervision had 
and obtained thereto, it shall be lawful for the Parochial 
Boards o f any two or move contiguous Parishes to agree to 
build a common Poor House for such two or more Parishes, 
to be placed under the management o f a Board to be appointed 
jointly by such Parochial Boards, and the expense of main­
taining and erecting such Poor House shall be borne by such 
Parishes in such proportions as shall be agreed on by tbe 
Parochial Boards o f the said Parishes respectively ■
Provided always that i f  any such agreement for the purpose 
o f building a Poor House has once been effected, it shall not be 
lawful for any one or more o f the Parishes to withdraw from 
such agreement without the consent of the Board of Supervi­
sion previously had and obtained.
25—  From and after the passing of this Law no new Poor 
House shall be built, nor shall any existing Poor House be 
materially'enlarged or altered, unless the site of such new 
Poor House shall have been approved o f by the Board of Su­
pervision, and the plans o f such new Poor House, or o f such 
proposed enlargements or alterations, or the agreement to 
build a common Poor House, shall have been submitted to and 
approved by the Board of Supervision, and signed, subscribed 
or endorsed, by at least four of the members o f the Board of 
Supervision in attestation of their approval.
26— In every case in which a Poor House already exists, or 
shall be built or enlarged or altered under the Provisions of 
this Law, the Parochial Board or Board of Management, as the 
case may be, shall frame Rules and Regulations for the manage­
ment of such Poor House, and for the discipline, employment 
and treatment, o f the inmates thereof, and for the admission 
of any known Minister of the religious persuasion o f any in­
mate o f such Poor House at all reasonable times, on the re­
quest of such inmate, for the purpose of affording religious 
assistance to such inmate, and shall submit such Rules and Re­
gulations to the Board o f Supervision for approval; and no 
Rules or Regulations shall be effectual, or shall be acted upon,
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% except such as shall have been approved by the Board o f Super­
vision. In  every Poor House there shall be a resident Master or 
Matron, or both, who shall be appointed and from  time to time 
r emoved by the Parochial Board or the Board o f Management.
P oor persons from 27— It shall be lawful for the Parochial Board o f any Parish,
other Parishes may *
be received into or the Board o f Management o f any combination o f Parishes, 
in  which a Poor House has been or shall hereafter be erected, 
at the request o f  any other Parochial Board to receive and 
accommodate in such Poor House poor persons belonging to 
such other Parish, and to charge to such last mentioned 
Parochial Board such Rates for the maintenance o f  such poor 
persons as shall be approved by the Board o f Supervision; 
and such poor persons shall be in all respects subject to 
the same discipline and treatment as the other inmates o f  the 
Poor House in which they are so accommodated.
M E D IC AL A T T E N D A N C E .
£ “ “ Ce 28— In every Poor House there shall be provided by the Paro­
chial Board or Board o f Management proper medical attendance, 
medicines and appliances, for the inmates thereof, and for that 
purpose it shall be lawful for the Parochial Board or Board o f 
Management from  time to time to nominate, appoint and 
remove, a properly qualified Medical Man, who shall give 
regular attendance at such Poor House, and to fix a reasonable 
remuneration to be paid to him by such Parochial Board or 
Board o f M anagem ent:—
Provided always that i f  it shall appear to the Board o f Super­
vision that such Medical Man is unfit or incompetent, or 
neglects his duty, it shall be lawful for the Board o f Supervi­
sion to suspend or remove such Medical Man from  his ap­
pointment and attendance :—-
And Provided always that wherever a District Medical 
Officer is paid out o f the General Revenues o f this Island, and it 
is a part o f his duties as such to give proper medical attendance 
to the inmates o f  any Poor House in his District, the Parochial 
Board shall not be called upon to make any further appoint­
ment, or to provide further remuneration to such District 
Medical Officer.
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29— In every Parish it shall.be lawful for the Parochial 
Board, and it is hereby required, out o f the funds raised for 
the relief o f the poor, to provide for sick persons entitled to 
relief, medicines, medical attendance, nutritious diet, stimu­
lants, sick-bed attendance, and suitable lodging and clothing, 
and to defray the funeral expenses of destitute persons who 
may die, all in such manner and to such extent as may seem 
equitable and expedient, and be within the resources o f the 
Parochial Board in respect o f available funds or otherwise,—and 
to make provision for the education o f poor children who are 
themselves, or whose parents are, in the receipt o f parochial 
re lie f: Provided always that where a District Medical Officer is 
paid out o f the General Revenues o f the Island, and it is a part 
o f his duties to give medical attendance within a District o f any 
Parish to persons entitled to relief, the Parochial Board of 
such Parish shall not be required to provide further medical 
attendance for such District.
The Medical Officer o f any Parish or part o f a Parish (whether 
appointed by the Parochial Board or paid out of General 
Revenue) shall be and he is hereby required to make monthly 
returns, according to a Eorm approved by the Board o f Super­
vision, to the Parochial Board, o f sick persons in receipt o f 
relief within such Parish or part of a Parish, and the Parochial 
Board shall send a copy o f the same to the Board of Supervi­
sion.
The said Medical Officer shall also, at the request o f the In ­
spector, examine any applicant for poor relief, or any person 
in receipt of relief and report in such form as may be approved 
by the Board of Supervision. He shall—give to the Parochial 
Board and to the Inspector, when required, any reasonable in­
formation respecting the case o f any such person as aforesaid 
under his care,—make a written report relative to any sickness 
prevalent among the poor of his District, as the Parochial Board 
or the Board of Supervision shall require him to do so,— 
attend the Parochial Board when summoned by direction of 
the Chairman for any special cause to be named in the notice 
o f summons,— give a certificate under his hand to the Paro­
chial Board or the Inspector of the nature o f the sickness o f 
any sick person in receipt o f relief, or other cause o f his at-
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tendance on such person, when required to do so by the Paro­
chial Board or the Inspector.
In every Parish, Lists o f all persons in the receipt o f out­
door parochial relief, and residing within the Parish or District 
of any such Medical Officer, shall be prepared by the Inspector 
every three months, and a copy furnished t o ' such Medical 
Officer, and a ticket shall he furnished to each such person 
certifying that such person’s name is on such List.
Every such Medical Officer shall duly and punctually attend 
upon and prescribe for all persons in receipt of relief requiring 
medical or surgical assistance within the District to which he 
is appointed, whenever he shall he thereunto required by a 
written or printed order from the Parochial Board or the In­
spector, or in cases o f sudden and urgent necessity from a mem­
ber of the Parochial Board, or by the production on the part of 
any poor person o f the said ticket furnished by the Parochial 
Board. Such attendance shall be at the respective houses o f 
such sick persons i f  they are unable to attend at the residence 
of such Medical Officer or at a Public Dispensary.
B ELIE F.
Persons entitled to 30—The persons entitled to relief in any Parish, from any 
reUef‘ moneys applicable in such Parish, to the relief o f the poor, are
the persons within the Parish who are wholly destitute o f the 
means o f subsistence, and are at the same time from mental or 
physical causes unable to work and earn the means o f subsis­
tence ; Provided always that under exceptional circumstances 
o f destitution, arising from drought, epidemic disease or such 
like causes, the Parochial Board of any Parish may afford tem­
porary relief to persons who are wholly destitute, though they 
may not he unable from mental or physical causes to^  earn the 
means o f subsistence; such exceptional circumstances and re­
lief shall in each case he forthwith reported to the Board of 
Supervision by the Parochial Board.
Destitute persona 31— In every case in which a person in any Parish shall
to be relieved. apply for parochial relief, the Inspector shall he hound to 
make enquiry forthwith into the circumstances o f the ap­
plicant, and shall, i f  he appear to the Inspector to be a person
[Oh . 6.] The Law fo r  the R elief o f the Poor, 1836.
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legally entitled to parochial relief, be bound to furnish him 
with sufficient means o f subsistence until the next meeting 
o f  the Parochial Board ; and such Inspector shall continue to 
afford to such person such interim maintenance as may be 
necessary until his claim to relief be dealt with by such B oard; 
and every Inspector to whom application shall be made by 
or on behalf o f  any person for parochial relief shall be bound 
to return an answer to such application within twenty-four 
hours from the time when it was made : Provided always 
that, i f  the necessary means o f support are afforded to the ap­
plicant in the meantime, such Inspector m ay delay giving 
a final answer to such application for any period which to 
him may seem necessary for prosecuting his enquiries : Pro­
vided also that any applicant as aforesaid shall be bound to 
give to the Inspector and Parochial Board o f the Parish to 
which he has applied for relief all information and assistance 
which it is in his power to give, on every matter regarding his 
case which the Inspector or the Board may desire to ascertain, 
and shall be bound to answer, upon oath i f  required, all such 
questions as may be put to him before any Justice o f the 
Peace or Magistrate, and, in case o f false swearing, shall be 
liable to be prosecuted for perjnry.
And it is hereby declared that it is no answer to a claim for 
relief that the claimant has relatives able or bound by Law to 
support him, and assistance cannot be refused when the ap­
plicant is in such a state o f necessity, bodily or mental, as 
fairly entitles him to relief. In  all such cases it shall be the 
duty o f the Inspector to provide the needful sustentation in 
the first instance, and afterwards to proceed against those per­
sons who are bound by Law to aliment or assist the person re­
lieved.
32— Anything in this Law to the contrary notwithstanding, starving Poor, 
it shall be lawful for the Inspector and he is hereby required, 
in case any person not entitled under this Law to relief shall 
apply to him for temporary relief, and shall represent himself 
to he starving, and the Inspector shall have reason to believe 
that such person’s life is in danger from  starvation, to grant
The Law fo r  the R e lie f o f  the P oor, 1886. [C h . 6.]
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such person such temporary relief as may seem to him to be 
necessary, and in such form as may appear to him advisable.
83— In any case in which a person who has made applica­
tion for relief shall have been refused relief by the Parochial 
Board, qr by the,Inspector, it shall be lawful for such person 
to lodge or cause to be lodged a complaint with the Board of 
Supervision, and the said Board may, i f  it be o f opinion that 
such person is, upon the facts stated, legally entitled to relief, 
by a minute addressed to the Parochial Board, make an order 
upon the Inspector, directing him to afford temporary relief to 
such person until the matter o f his complaint can be finally 
settled as hereinafter mentioned ; and in any case in which a 
person in receipt o f relief shall consider the relief granted him 
to be inadequate, it shall be lawful for such person to lodge, or 
cause to be lodged, a complaint with the Board o f Supervision; 
and whenever any such complaint shall have been lodged as 
aforesaid the Board is hereby required to investigate the nature 
and grounds o f the same, and if, after enquiry, it shall appear 
to the Board o f Supervision that the complainant has been im­
properly refused relief, or that the relief afforded to such 
person is inadequate, the said Board shall, by a minute ad­
dressed to the Parochial Board, declare that in the opinion o f 
the Board the complainant is entitled to relief, or that the 
relief afforded is inadequate, as the case may b e ; and in either 
o f  the above cases, should the Parochial Board to which any 
such minute as aforesaid is addressed not see fit to comply 
with the opinion expressed therein, or show cause satisfactory 
to the Board o f Supervision why it should not comply with 
such opinion, or should the said Board refuse to act upon the 
same, it shall be lawful for the Board o f Supervision to make 
such order in the premises as to the said Board shall seem 
just, which order the Parochial Board shall be bound to obey, 
and the same shall not be subject to any review.
34— In every case o f refusal o f relief the Inspector shall 
deliver to the applicant who has been refused relief a Certi­
ficate, signed by the Inspector, which shall certify the fact, 
the grounds and the date o f such refusal, and set forth the
[Ch. 6.] The Law fo r  the R elief o f  the Poor, 1886.
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name o f the person so refused; such Certificate shall he de­
livered as aforesaid in all cases whether the same is demanded 
by the applicant or n o t ; and in the case o f any person de­
siring to lodge with the Board o f Supervision a complaint of 
refusal o f relief or o f inadequate relief the Inspector shall, 
on application, furnish to such person a printed Form o f Ap­
plication and Schedule for the use o f such person, and if  re­
quired by the applicant so to do shall fill up the Schedule in 
any terms the applicant may desire.
Every such Application and Schedule before being transmit­
ted to the Board o f Supervision must be signed by the person 
complaining with his name, or with a mark attested by one 
witness.
Every such Schedule before being transmitted to the Board 
o f  Supervision, shall be delivered open to the Inspector, who 
shall inscribe upon it such remarks as he may have to make, 
and sign them with his name, and i f  required by the applicant 
so to do the Inspector shall, within forty-eight hours from the 
time when the Schedule shall have been delivered to him for 
that purpose, forward it to the Board o f Supervision.
35—  The Inspector in each Parish shall be deemed within 
such Parish to be the Almoner, or other Officer appointed by 
the Parochial Board to administer the funds available for the 
relief o f the poor o f the Parish, within the meaning o f  the 
Bastardy Law, 1881, and the Maintenance Law, 1881; and 
every Parochial Board is hereby enjoined, and every Inspec­
tor is hereby directed and enjoined, to enforce the Provisions 
o f  the said Laws in every case in which the same are appli­
cable, and not inconsistent with the Provisions o f this Law.
36— I f  any person seised or possessed o f any estate or in­
terest in any real or personal property within this Island 
shall receive any relief from the Parochial Board o f any Parish 
out o f the funds available for the relief o f the poor, the cost 
o f such relief shall form a charge upon such estate or interest, 
to rank in priority over all other charges, incumbrances or 
transactions, affecting the said property, subsequent to the 
giving o f such re lie f:—
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Provided that steps he taken under the Provisions o f this 
Law to enforce such charge within six calendar months o f the 
giving o f  such re lie f:—
And provided also that nothing herein contained shall in 
any wise prejudice or affect any subsequent incumbrancer or 
purchaser for valuable consideration o f such lands, tenements- 
or hereditaments, having no notice o f the fact that such re­
lie f has been given so as to constitute a charge as aforesaid.
37— W hen the Parochial Board shall desire to enforce any 
such charge as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the Board to file 
a plaint in the District Court o f  the District in  which any such 
property as aforesaid is situated, or any person in possession o f 
such property resides, for the recovery o f the said property; and 
such plaint shall allege the facts entitling the Parochial Board 
to have a charge on the said real or personal property, and 
conclude with a prayer that the Court w ill vest the said pro­
perty in the Board for the purposes o f this Law.
On the filing o f  such plaint a summons shall issue directed 
to the person relieved (if living), or to his heir or personal 
representative (if  dead), and to every person (without neces­
sarily naming them) in possession o f  such property or claim­
ing any interest therein, and in the case o f  real property a 
copy o f  such plaint shall he posted on some conspicuous part 
o f  such property. A ll process under this Section shall he 
free o f  all fees, except Bailiff’s fees.
on 38— On the return day o f  the summons, on proof o f the ser­
vice and posting thereof as aforesaid, i f  it shall then appear 
that within six months o f  the filing o f such plaint as afore­
said relief has been given, and that the person relieved is in 
the possession o f the real or personal property sought to he 
recovered as apparent or reputed owner, or i f  he is not in 
possession that he was in possession as aforesaid at the time 
o f  his receiving relief, and that the person now in possession 
having been served with a copy o f  the summons aforesaid 
either does not appear, or, appearing, does not satisfy the 
Judge, either that he does not derive his title or interest 
from  through [or under the person relieved as aforesaid
[Ch . 6.] The Law  fo r  the B e lie f o f  the P oor, 1886.
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within the period o f six months aforesaid, or, i f  he does so 
derive his title, that he is a bond fid e  purchaser or incum­
brancer for valuable consideration without notice o f the per­
son relieved having received relief, the said Judge shall make 
an Order vesting the said real or personal property in the 
Parochial Board for the purposes o f  this Law.
A t the hearing o f  any case under this Section, any person 
alleging himself to be the owner o f  or interested in the pro­
perty in question shall have the right (with the consent o f the 
Judge) to intervene in Court, and become a party to the pro­
ceedings without giving any notice o f  his intention to do so. 
The Order aforesaid shall have all the force and effect o f  a 
judgm ent in ejectment or detinue, and may be enforced in like 
manner.
A ll real or personal property (except money) vested in any 
Parochial Board under any such Order as aforesaid shall be 
sold by public auction at such time and place, and by such 
person, as the Parochial Board may direct.
39— The Order aforesaid, and a conveyance executed by the 
Parochial Board named therein o f any real property com ­
prised therein within six months o f  the date thereof* shall 
vest in the grantee an indefeasible title in fee simple, free 
from all liens, charges or incumbrances w hatsover; and in 
the Case o f personal property, any sale made in pursu­
ance o f any such Order as aforesaid shall be as effectual to pass 
the property in the thing sold as a sale in market overt
Provided always that any person, being the true owner o f 
or interested in any property real or persona) dealt with under 
the preceding Section, and whose interest is entitled to priority 
to the charge thereon conferred on the Parochial Board by 
this Law, who has not been a party to the proceedings afore­
said before the District Court Judge in relation to such property, 
and who has not been guilty o f laches in not becoming such 
party, shall within two years o f  the date o f any such Order 
as aforesaid be entitled, on application made to the District 
Court before the sale, to have the Order aforesaid rescinded 
or varied so far as may be necessary for the preservation o f
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his rights, and on application made as aforesaid after any sale, 
to recover compensation from the Parochial Board to an ex­
tent not exceeding the gross proceeds o f the sale o f the pro­
perty in question.
40—  The expenses attending the Sbtaining o f any such 
Vesting Order as aforesaid and the said sale shall form a first 
charge on the proceeds o f any such sa le ; the cost o f relieving 
the person relieved for a period not exceeding six months prior 
to the filing o f  the plaint aforesaid, and down to the time 
when the said proceeds shall have been realised, shall be the 
next charge, and shall be satisfied by the Parochial Board ac­
cordingly.
W ith respect to any residue, it shall be lawful for the Paro­
chial Board to apply in a summary manner to the District 
Court Judge for directions; and if  it shall appear to the Judge 
that the person relieved is still in receipt o f relief, and is likely 
to continue so, it shall be lawful for him to order such residue 
or any part thereof to be retained by the Parochial Board, to 
be held by such Board in trust out o f the same from time to 
time to defray the cost o f such relief, and to pay over any sur­
plus to the person- relieved in case he shall cease to require 
relief, or, in case o f his death, to the heir or personal repre­
sentative o f  such person ; on the qther hand, on the making of- 
any such application as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the 
Judge, i f  he shall see fit, to order such residue as aforesaid or 
any part thereof to he paid to the person relieved as aforesaid, 
or other person entitled thereto.
41—  W hen any plaint has been filed under the Provi­
sions o f this Law for the enforcement o f the charge conferred 
by this Law on any personal property, it shall be lawful for 
any Justice o f the Peace, on application made by or on behalf 
o f  the Parochial Board, to issue a warrant authorising the 
persons named therein to seize the property in question; and 
such property may be lawfully seized under such warrant, and 
held in the custody o f the Parochial Board until the return 
day o f  the summons before the District Court Judge; Pro­
vided always that in case any property not subject to a charge
[Ch . 6.] The Law fo r  the R elie f o f the Poor, 1886.
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under this Law is .seized under any such warrant as aforesaid, 
the Parochial Board shall make 'fu ll compensation to the 
owner o f or person interested in such property in respect o f 
the seizure and detention o f the same.
42—  In case any Parochial Board shall refuse or neglect to 
obey any Order, direction or requisition, o f the Board o f Su­
pervision, it shall he lawful for the Board o f Supervision to 
refer the matter to the Governor in Privy Council, who is 
hereby authorized in such case to affirm, rescind or vary, the 
order, direction or requisition, in question; and such Order o f 
the Governor in Privy Council shall be final and conclusive, 
and in case the Parochial Board refuse or neglect to obey the 
same the Governor may direct the Inspector to carry the 
same into execution, and shall supply such Inspector with the 
funds necessary for the purpose out o f the funds belonging to 
such Parochial Board available for the relief o f  the poor.
43—  In  all cases in which, by the Provisions o f this Law, 
notice or intimation is required to he given, without prescrib­
ing the particular form o f the notice, or the manner in which 
the same is to be given, it shall he lawful for the Board o f 
Supervision from time to time to fix the form] o f such notice 
or intimation, and the manner in which the same is to he 
given.
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JAMAICA—LAW 7 OF 1886
The P oor R ate Law Amendment Law, 1886.
[29th A pril, 1886.']
HEREAS it is necessary to explain and amend Law 5 o f 
1868 :—
Be it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
o f  the Legislative Council o f  the Island o f Jamaica, as fo l­
lows :—
1— The term “  Pauper Fund”  shall mean the monies made 
applicable in any Parish, under Law 5 o f  1868, Section 14, to 
the relief o f  the poor.
The term “  R elief o f  the Poor”  shall mean the support of, 
and medical attendance on, the poor o f  any Parish, and shall 
include the provision o f  buildings, furniture or appliances, to 
be used in connection therewith.
2—  It shall be, and shall be deemed to have been, law ful 
for the Parochial Board o f any Parish,— in case that the funds 
available to them in any year prove or havd proved insuffi­
cient to defray the cost o f  the relief o f  the poor o f  such Parish 
for such year,— to incur debt so far as may be or might have 
been necessary for the purpose o f defraying such cost.
3—  There shall be deemed to be a deficiency in the 
Pauper Fund o f any Parish, within the meaning o f Section 15 
o f  the said Law 5 o f 1868, whensoever the Pauper Fund for 
any year shall be estimated to be unequal to meet, as w ell the 
cost o f the relief o f  the poor o f the said Parish for such year, 
as any debts incurred in any previous year in respect o f such
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relief, and remaining unpaid at the commencement o f  such- 
'year, or so much o f  the same or interest thereon as may he 
payable within the said year.
4—  Any debt incurred by any Parochial Board as aforesaid, 
together with any interest payable thereon, shall be and con­
tinue to be a charge on the Pauper Pund o f such Parish for 
each and every year until the same shall have been pa id ; and 
the Treasurer shall, on the warrant o f  the Governor, appro­
priate and apply an adequate part o f  the said Pund to the 
payment o f  any such debt, or interest, so soon as the current 
demands on the said Fund for the relief o f  the poor o f the said 
Parish shall allow o f  such appropriation and application.
5—  In  regard to the Provisions o f Sections 15, 16 and 17, o f  
the said Law 5 o f  1868, it is hereby provided that it shall in 
no case he deemed obligatory on the Revenue Commissioner 
to increase or decrease the rate or scale o f assessment on 
houses as therein mentioned, unless the Pauper Pund in any 
Parish has for three successive years proved insufficient or 
excessive (as the case may he) for the purposes to which it 
is applicable, and even in that case it shall not be obligatory 
on him to decrease the rate or scale aforesaid unless moved 
to do so by the Parochial Board o f  the Parish :— Provided 
always that it shall he the duty o f  the Revenue Commissioner 
in each case to use the best o f  his judgment, so as in all cases 
to increase the rate or scale o f assessment whenever it shall 
appear to him necessary to do so in order to make the incom e 
o f  the year about to commence equal to the demands to be 
made upon it.
6—  In  amendment o f  Section 16 o f the said Law o f  1868, it 
is hereby provided that the Revenue Commissioner may in ­
crease the sum estimated and called for by any Parochial 
Board, under Section 15 o f  the said Law, for the purposes o f
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equate to the purposes for which it is required.
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7— Power is hereby given to the Governor, in any case in 
which he may deem it advisable to do so, and in which the 
Board o f Supervision may recommend it, to make advances 
out o f  monies in the Treasury to any Parochial Board for the 
purpose o f building a Poor House or Poor Houses, in which in­
door relief may be given to the poor o f the Parish ; and such 
advances shall bear interest at the rate o f four per cent, per 
annum, payable annually, on so much o f the principal sum as 
may he from time to time outstanding, and provision shall be 
made for the payment o f the principal by equal annual in­
stalments not exceeding ten in number,— the first to be payable 
during the financial year to commence next after that during 
which the Poor House aforesaid shall have been finished; and 
the annual interest aforesaid, and the several instalments afore­
said, shall respectively form a first charge on the Pauper Pund 
o f such Parish for each and every year in which the same may 
fall payable, and an adequate portion o f the said Pund shall be 
appropriated and applied by the Treasurer accordingly.
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JAM AICA—LAW  8 OF 1886.
The P ublic W a ter Supply P ates 1878-81, Am endm ent L aw ,
1886.
\_29th A p ril, 1886.
TH ER EAS [it is expedient to amend the Public Water 
' Supply Laws, 1873-81 :—
p Be it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
o f the Legislative Council of the Island of Jamaica, as fol­
lows :—
1—  This Law and the Public Water Supply Laws, 1873- 
1881, shall he read together as one Law, and may be cited as 
“ The Public Water Supply Laws, 1873-1886.”
2—  Section 11 of Law 24 of 1873 and Section 3 of Law 18 
of 1881 shall be and the same are hereby repealed:— Provided 
always that such {repeal shall not affect the validity, effect 
or consequence, of anything already done or suffered, or any 
remedy or proceeding in respect thereof.
3—  After the publication in the Jamaica Gazette of the defi­
nition of any District it shall be lawful for the Parochial 
Board of the Parish, with the approval of the Governor in 
Privy Council, to fix a Water Bate to be raised and paid 
throughout such District for the purposes of this Law.
(1.) Any such Bate shall be made payable in respect of 
each house (as defined by Section 4 of Law 5 of 1868) 
in such District liable to the Poor Bate, and it may 
also be made payable in respect of each head of horse- 
kind and horned or other stock owned or possessed 
within such District by any resident therein.
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(2.) Any such. Bate shall he payable in advance for such 
period (not being less than one or more than twelve 
months) as the said Board, with the approval afore­
said, shall fix, and shall be paid by the occupier o f 
such house, or the owner or possessor o f each head o f 
horsekind or horned or other stock in case the same 
is made payable in respect o f horsekind and stock, dur­
ing the whole or any part o f such period, to the Col­
lector or Assistant Collector o f Taxes for the District, 
at his office, on such day or days as such office may 
he open for the purpose; and in case o f non­
payment, payment may he enforced under the 
Provisions of the Tax Collection Law, 1867, and 
any Law amending the same, as i f  the person lia­
ble to pay the same had made a return thereof under 
the Tax Collection Law, 1867, and had failed there­
with to pay the same.
(3.) Any such Eate or Eates may from time to time be 
altered or diminished as the Governor in Privy Coun­
cil shall see fit, or increased to such an extent as may 
he necessary to make good sums debited from time 
to time to the Water Supply Account o f the District.
(4.) Any rate fixed as aforesaid, or any alteration, dimi­
nution or increase, o f the same, shall take effect from 
the first day o f the month next after that in which 
the water shall have been supplied from the beginning 
o f the month :— Provided always that it shall not take 
effect from an earlier day than the first day o f the 
month next after that in which it shall have been 
fixed, altered, diminished or increased, as aforesaid.
4— Any Water Eate heretofore fixed in any District by the 
Municipal or Parochial Board o f any Parish, and approved by 
the Governor in Privy Council, shall, in so far as it may be in 
conformity with, or capable of being supported under, the 
Provisions o f this Law, he deemed to be .as valid and effec­
tual under the Provisions o f this Law as i f  it had been made 
since the passing o f this Law.
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5— In lieu o f  Section 11 o f  Law 24 o f 1873 the follow ing 
shall be read as Section 1 1 :—
“  11— The Treasurer shall from  time to time pay, from the 
“  moneys in his hands at the credit o f the W ater Sup- 
“  p ly Account for any District, the drafts o f  the Paro- 
“  chial Board o f  the Parish in which such District lies, 
“  drawn against such Account in respect o f the con- 
“  struction o f the W orks authorised, and o f  the cur- 
“  rent charges o f management and maintenance o f 
“  the same, and o f such extraordinary charges for re- 
“  pairs and renewal o f Works, and for new W orks, 
“  and for purchases o f  additional property, and for 
“  any other extraordinary expenses, as may he 
“  authorised hy the Governor specially under this 
“  Law.”
6— Section 13 o f Law 24 o f  1873 shall he and the same 
is hereby amended, by providing that all money received by 
any Parochial Board for W ater supplied under the said Law 
shall be paid into the Treasury, to the credit o f the W ater Sup­
p ly  Account o f  the District for which such W ater Supply is 
provided, instead o f  to the credit o f  the Poor Bate Fund o f  the 
Parish.
7— Section 9 o f  Law 18 o f 1881 shall be and the same is 
hereby amended, by striking out the whole o f  the Section after 
the words “  together with the proportion o f  the capital sum 
“  payable as aforesaid”  in line nine, and hy inserting in lieu 
thereof the follow ing words :—
“  the Treasurer shall make good such insufficiency out o f 
“  the first moneys com ing to his hands as the pro- 
“  ceeds o f the tax on houses for the support o f  the 
“  poor o f such Parish, and such appropriation shall 
“  be legal, anything in Law 5 o f  1868 to the contrary 
“  notwithstanding; and the money so appropriated in 
“  any year, and the money expected to he required 
“  in any year for the purpose o f  being so appropria- 
“  ted, shall he deemed to be, to all intents and pur- 
“  poses, money spent or money expected to be re-
Public W ater Supply Laws, Amendment Law, 1886. [Cn. 8.]
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“  quired for the support o f and medical attendance 
“  on the poor o f the said Parish, within the meaning 
“  o f Law 5 of 1868.”
8— It shall he lawful for the Treasurer to deduct, from the 
amount o f all Water Sates collected and paid over to him by 
any Collector o f Taxes under Section 6 o f Law 18 o f 1881, a 
sum equal to five pounds per centum on such amount, to cover 
expenses o f collection ; and such percentage shall form part 
o f the General Sevenue o f the Island, and the residue shall 
he placed to the credit of the Parochial Board in accordance 
withjthe Provisions o f the said Section.
[Oh . 8 .] Public W ater Supply Laws, Amendment Law, 1886.
JAM AICA— L A W  9 OF 1886
The Registration o f  Voters Law, 1886.
ARR A N G EM EN T OF CLAUSES.
1. — Definitions.
2 . — Qualifications and Disqualifications o f Voters.
3. — Annual Register o f  V oters fo r  each Parish.
4. — V oters entitled to Registration without Claim.
. 5.—ClaimB to be Registered.
6. — F orm  of Claim.
7. — Signing o f Claim.
8. — Preservation o f Claims.
9. — Am endm ent o f Claims.
10. — Claim to be Registered as E lectoral V oter where Qualification made
up from  P roperty  in  two Parishes
11. — R eceipt for  Claim.
12. — Lists o f V oters.
13. — H ousehold Qualification.
14. — Particulars as to Taxpayers.
15. — Classes o f Taxpayers.
16. — The R evising Judge.
17. — Courts for  revising R egisters.
18. — Days for  holding same.
19. ____ Preparation o f L ists o f V oters fo r  each D ivision o f a Parish-
20. — Publication o f same.
21. — F orm  of Notice attached to Lists.
22 . — F orm  of N otice on Lists in  Parishes not solely constituting an
E lectoral D istrict.
23. ____ D u ty  o f Inspector o f Constabulary to  make Enquiries and Objections.
24. ____ D uty o f Clerks o f Parochial Boards to make Objections.
25. — F orm  o f Objection.
26. —F orm  of Claim.
27. — Investigation o f Claims by  C ollector.
28. ____ Service o f Objections. L ists o f Claimants and Persons Objected to,
29. ____ Claims and Objections to be dealt w ith b y  the Court;
30. — Service o f Notices.
31. — Courts to settle Registers o f Voters.
32. — Revision and Settlement o f General List.
233. — A djudication on Objections.
34. — A djudication on Claims.
35. — H ow  Nam es to be dealt w ith w hich appear m ore than once on  the
L ists o f a Parish.
36. — Costs o f Objections.
37. — P ow ers o f R evising  Judge.
38. — Special Case fo r  Supreme Court.
39. — C ollector o f Taxes to  act as C lerk in  oertain cases.
40. — H earing o f Special Case.
41. — F inal Settlem ent o f R egister o f  Y oters.
42. — Consolidation [oi R egisters where tw o Parishes fo rm  an E lectora l
D istrict.
43. — D elivery  o f R egisters to R etu rn ing  Officers.
44. — P rocedure on Certificate o f Decision on Special Case.
45. — Sunday.
46. — H ow  far Provisions directory  on ly.
47. — V erification o f Lists.
48. — R epeal Clause.
Schedules
A . — F orm  of Claim.
B . — F orm  o f L ists w ith particulars.
JAMAICA—LAW 9 OF 1886.
The Registration o f  Voters Law, 1886,
[4th M ay, 1886.']
HEREAS the Laws at present in force, requiring that the preamble.
Register of Electors for each Electoral District of per­
sons entitled to vote at the election of a Member of the Legis­
lative Council for each District shall be first made up, and 
that the Register of Electors at the election of Members of 
the Parochial Board of each Parish for the several Divisions 
thereof shall be made up from the Register of Electors for 
the District constituted by such Parish, or of which the same 
forms part, give rise to needless trouble, printing and ex­
pense :—
And Whereas it would tend to simplify the work of registra­
tion to provide that there should be made up in each Parish 
a Register of persons entitled to vote at the election of Mem­
bers of the Parochial Board of such Parish for one or other 
of the Divisions thereof, and that in Parishes constituting an 
Electoral District such Register should also he the Register of 
persons entitled to vote at the election of a Member of the 
Legislative Council for such District, and that in Parishes 
forming part of an Electoral District the Register of persons 
entitled to vote at the election of a Member of the Legislative 
Council for such District should be made up by consolidating 
the Registers for each Parish constituting such District of per­
sons entitled to vote at the election of Members of the Paro­
chial Boards of the same respectively:—
4Definitions.
Qualifications 
Registration i 
Voters.
And Whereas it is accordingly expedient to repeal the Laws 
or parts o f Laws at present regulating the Registration o f  
Voters and to make other provision in lieu th ereof:—
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, with the advice and 
consent o f the Legislative Council o f the Island o f Jamaica, as 
fo llow s:—
1—The word “  District ” shall mean an Electoral District 
as constituted and appointed by the Order o f  Her Majesty 
the Queen in Council, dated the 19th day o f May, 1884, 
for creating and constituting a Legislative Council for this 
Island, or by any Law o f  Order in Council as aforesaid to be 
hereafter made for amending the Provisions o f the said Order 
in this behalf.
The word “  Division”  shall mean a Division o f a Parish con­
stituted for the purposes o f the election o f Members o f the 
Parochial Board o f such Parish.
The expression “  Collector ”  shall mean the Collector o f  
Taxes in any Parish, and shall include the Collector or other 
Principal Officer having the Collection o f Taxes.
for 2— Every male person shall be entitled to he registered in
any year as a Voter, and when registered to vote at the E lec­
tion o f a Member o f the Parochial Board o f any Parish for a 
Division o f such Parish, who is qualified as follows, that is to 
say,-|||
(l.)*H as attained the age o f twenty-one years,
(2.) Is under no legal incapacity,
. (3.) Is a British subject by birth or naturalization,
(4.) Either
(a.) is on the 31st day o f May in such year, and has 
since the first day o f August then preceding been, 
an occupier as owner or tenant o f a dwelling house 
within such Division o f such Parish, and has dur­
ing the time o f such occupation been rated in re­
spect o f such premises, so occupied by him, to all 
poor rates made in respect o f  such premises, and
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has during thesaid period paid, in respect o f the 
same premises alone, or in respect o f the same 
premises together with other taxable property- 
owned by him, public or parochial taxes or rates, 
or taxes and rates, to the amount of not less than 
one pound, or
(6.) is on the 31st day o f May in such year possessed 
o f property in respect o f which he has, since the 
preceding first day o f August, paid within such 
District public or parochial taxes or rates, or taxes 
and rates, to the amount o f not less than one pound 
and ten shillings, and ordinarily resides within such 
Division o f such Parish.
Provided—
(1.) That no person shall be registered as a Voter, or be 
entitled to vote for the Election o f  a Member o f a 
Parochial Board, who has been sentenced by any 
Court in Her Majesty’s Dominions to death, or penal 
servitude, or imprisonment with hard labour, or for 
a term exceeding twelve months, and has not either 
suffered the punishment to which he was sentenced, 
or such other punishment as by competent authority 
may have been substituted for the same, or received 
a free pardon from Her M ajesty;
(2.) That no person shall be registered as a Voter in any 
year who has, since the preceding first day o f August, 
received any relief from public or parochial funds ;
(3.) That no person not registered in the year 1884 as a 
Voter at the electing o f a Member o f the Legislative 
Council shall be registered as aforesaid unless he 
shall, in the presence o f one o f the persons herein­
after named, with his own hand subscribe his name 
to his claim to be registered, and write thereon the 
date o f such subscription.
3— A Register shall be made up in each year in eacfh Pa­
rish o f persons entitled to vote in each Division thereof at the 
election o f Members o f the Parochial Board thereof.
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Disqualifications.
Annual Register o 
Voters for each 
Parish.
6Continuation with­
out claim on the 
Register of Voters 
of persons on the 
Register of previous 
year if qualification 
continues.
Claims by unregis­
tered persons to be 
put on Register 
must be sent in on 
or before 31st May.
In  Parishes constituting an Electoral District, the Register 
aforesaid shall be also the Register o f persons entitled to vote 
at the election of a Member o f the Legislative Council for such 
District.
In a District comprising more than one Parish, the Register 
o f persons entitled to vote at the election o f a Member of the 
Legislative Council for such District shall be made up, in man­
ner hereinafter provided, by consolidating the Registers made 
up in each o f the said Parishes constituting such District, and 
by adding thereto the names of any persons who, though 
qualified to vote for the District, are not qualified to vote for 
any Division o f either Parish constituting the District.
4—  In Districts comprising more than one Parish, any per­
son qualified as a Voter for one or other o f the Divisions o f 
either o f such Parishes, whose name was at the Registration in 
the year 1885 settled on the Register for the District, shall, 
subject to the Provisions of this Law, be entitled in the pre­
sent year, provided he continues to be qualified, to have his 
name settled on the Register for such Division of such Parish 
as aforesaid without any Claim on his part.
„ Every person whose name has been settled in any year on 
the Register o f any Parish as a Voter for one o f the Divisions 
thereof shall, subject to the Provisions o f this Law, he entitled 
in the succeeding year, provided he continues to be qualified 
as a Voter for a Division o f such Parish, to have his name 
again inserted on such Register as a Voter- for such Division 
without any Claim on his part.
5—  Any person not entitled to have his name inserted with­
out Claim on his part on any Register o f Voters shall, i f  he 
desires to have his name inserted at the next Registration 
without his having to attend before the Revising Judge to 
prove his Claim, either at the time o f his paying his taxes, or 
at any time on or before the 31st day of'M ay next there­
after, send or deliver to the Collector o f Taxes for the Parish 
in which he has paid the taxes necessary to qualify him as 
a Voter a notice o f Claim, claiming to have his name regis­
tered as a Voter.
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Such notice may he sent to the Collector as aforesaid after 
the 31st day o f May and up to the 9th day o f July in any 
year; hut in cases where it is sent in after the 31st day o f 
May the Claimant or his Agent will have to establish his 
Claim before the Revising Judge in manner hereinafter pro­
vided. No such notice shall be received after the 9th day o f 
July aforesaid.
Such notice shall be in the Form given in Schedule A., and 
all the particulars indicated by the said Form shall he given.
Such Claim shall be taken to all intents and purposes to be 
a Claim to be registered both as an Elector for .the Electoral 
District constituted by. the Parish, or o f which the same forms 
part, and as an Elector for a Division o f the Parish.
6—  A  Form o f Claim shall be given or sent by post to any 
person applying for the same, either personally or by letter, 
at any time, at the office o f the Collector o f Taxes for any 
Parish.
7—  Every person claiming to be registered under this Daw 
as aforesaid in any Division o f any Parish, and not being a- 
ready on the Register for such Parish or any Division thereof, 
shall, subject to the Proviso hereinafter contained, with his own 
hand subscribe his name to Such Claim, and write thereon 
the date o f such subscription, in the presence either o f the 
Collector o f Taxes to whom he delivers the same or o f a Justice 
o f the Peace, and such Collector or Justice shall thereupon 
sign his own name to such notice, in token that the same has 
been subscribed and dated as aforesaid:—
Provided always that in the case o f any person whose name 
is already on the Register for the Parish or a Division thereof, 
and who is claiming because his name has been omitted from 
the Lists hereinafter mentioned, such notice o f Claim need not 
he subscribed, dated or attested, in manner aforesaid :—
Provided also that any person whose name is not already 
on any Register who is unable to write, and who desires 
nevertheless to claim to have his name inserted on such Regis­
ter as a Voter under this Law, without with his own hand sub-
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scribing bis name to such Claim and writing thereon the date o f  
such subscription, by reason[of his haying been registered as an 
Elector in some District in the year 1884, shall cause a notice o f 
Claim to he properly filled in with all necessary particulars res­
pecting himself and his Claim, and shall, i f  he is claiming to 
be registered in the same Parish as that in which he was regis­
tered in the year 1884, state that fact in his said notice, and 
also furnish his number on the Register for that year; and if  
he is claiming to be registered in a different Parish, he shall 
procure from the Collector o f Taxes for the Parish in which 
he was registered in the said year, a Certificate to the effect 
that he was so registered, and transmit such Certificate 
together with his notice o f Claim.
Such Collector as aforesaid shall on demand give such 
Certificate to any person entitled to the same.
Such person shall affix his mark to such notice o f Claim 
before the Collector o f Taxes or a Justice o f the Peace, who 
shall countersign the same.
, 8— The Collector o f Taxes for each Parish shall carefully 
preserve all notices o f Claim addressed to him, and have them 
ready for submission to the Judge at the settlement o f the 
Register o f Voters as hereinafter provided.
9—  Where it appears to any Collector o f Taxes that any 
person claiming to be registered under this Law is entitled to 
be registered, but that the qualification alleged in the Claim is 
incorrectly stated, the Collector shall endorse on such Claim 
what he considers to be the correct qualification.
10—  In cases where an Electoral District comprises more 
than one Parish, it shall be lawful for any person not en­
titled to have his name inserted on the Register for such 
District without Claim on his part, whose qualification to be 
registered as a Voter for such District is made up partly o f  
payments in the one Parish and partly o f payments in the 
other, but who does not possess the full qualification in either 
Parish, to make out a notice o f Claim shewing, under the 
heading “  Nature o f Qualification,”  that his qualification is so 
made up.
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He shall send it to the Collector o f Taxes for either o f the 
-said Parishes; and such Collector shall endorse upon the same 
the amount o f  the rates, i f  any, paid upon any house occupied 
hy the Claimant within the Parish, and the amount o f any 
other taxes paid within the Parish that would go to make up 
the qualification o f the Claimant, and sign his name or initials 
thereto, and shall then send the same to the Collector o f  Taxes 
for the other Parish, who, i f  he shall find that the amount o f 
rates and taxes, or rates or taxes, paid in such last named Pa­
rish, added to those paid in the first named Parish, are sufficient 
to make up the Claimant’s qualification as a Voter for the 
District, shall endorse a Certificate to that effect, and sign his 
name or initials thereto, and transmit the same to the Re­
gistrar o f Voters for the District.
11—  The Collector o f Taxes shall give to any person send­
ing or delivering a notice o f  Claim a receipt for the same.
12—  In  every List to he published uqder the Provisions o f 
this Law the names o f  all persons included therein shall he 
given in alphabetical order o f the Surnames, and all the par­
ticulars indicated hy the Form given in Schedule B. to this 
Law shall he given.
13—  In describing the qualification of. any person in any 
List made out in the Form  given in Schedule B. to this Law, 
where any person is a householder he shall be described as 
such, although he may be qualified to he registered irrespect­
ively o f his being a householder.
14—  Every Collector and Assistant Collector o f Taxes shall 
use his host endeavours, on receipt o f any taxes from any per­
son, to ascertain from  such person all the particulars respect­
ing himself necessary to be furnished to the Registrar and 
every such person shall on demand furnish the Collector or 
Assistant Collector with the particulars aforesaid.
15—  The Collector for each Parish shall, as soon as he con­
veniently can after the settlement o f the Register o f Voters 
in  any year, enter in a hook, to he kept for that purpose in 
his office, the names o f  the follow ing Classes o f persons under 
as many different headings (that is to say) :—
The Registration o f  Voters Law, 1886. lCh . 9.]
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Duty of Collector 
as to each Class of 
Persons.
(a ) Persons whose names are on the Register of Voters 
aforesaid.
(b)  Persons from time to time claiming to have their 
names inserted on the Register for the Parish, and 
whose Claims have been examined by the Col­
lector and found to be correct.,
(e j  In cases where the District comprises more than 
one Parish, the'names o f persons on the Register- 
for the District in respect o f a qualification aris­
ing partly within the Parish.
The names o f the persons in class (6) shall be entered 
in the said hook from time to time as their Claims come in 
and are examined.
Against the name o f each person already on the Register- 
the Collector shall from time to time, as such person renews 
his qualification, make a note in the said book indicating that 
he has done so, and containing such reference to his books as 
would enable him readily to verify the fact.
As regards persons falling within class (c) aforesaid, the Col­
lector o f each Parish shall, on or after the 1st day of June in each 
year, communicate to the Collector o f the other Parish, form­
ing with the Parish first named an Electoral District, particu­
lars respecting any. partial qualification to be registered as a 
Voter for the District which such person may have gained by 
payment o f taxes or otherwise within the first named Parish.
The book aforesaid shall at all times be open to inspection 
to any person entitled to be registered as a Voter within the 
Parish.
[Ch . 9.] The Registration of Voters Taw, 1886.
Judges of District 16— The several Judges of District Courts shall be the Of-
ingjudgesto^ttie fleers charged with the settlement o f the Registers o f Voters 
Registers of Voters. jn the several Parishes within their jurisdiction :—Provided 
always that, in cases where a Parish is partly within the juris­
diction o f one Judge and partly within that o f another, the 
Governor shall from time to time determine, giving notice o f  
any such determination in the Jamaica Gazette, to which o f 
such Judges the whole o f such Parish shall be assigned.
A  District Court Judge, in respect o f his functions under this 
Daw, is hereinafter spoken o f as the Revising Judge.
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17—  On or before the 10 th day o f June each Revising* Judge Notice of days for
’ v °  holding Courts for
shall appoint days- for the holding o f Courts for the settle- settlement of
ment o f the Register o f Voters at each place, within his juris- Eesuter' 
diction as such Judge, appointed under Law 22 o f 1874 for 
the holding o f a District Court every month, and at such other 
place or places as the Governor or Judge may for this pur­
pose appoint, and shall, on or before the said day, give notice 
o f  the days so appointed for each Parish to the Collector o f 
Taxes o f such Parish.
18—  The first day appointed shall not be earlier than the Limit »f days to bo
" 1 A appointed for such
24th day o f July, and the last shall not be later than the 10th Courts.
day o f August.
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19— On or before the 22nd day o f June in each year the 
Collector of each Parish shall prepare and publish, in manner 
hereinafter provided, a List for each Division of the Parish, o f 
the names o f all persons presumably entitled to be registered 
as Voters for such Division at the election o f Members o f the 
Parochial Board for such Division.
In Parishes which do not o f themselves constitute a District, 
the Collector shall also prepare and publish as aforesaid a List 
o f  the names o f all persons who, though not entitled to be re­
gistered as Voters o f any Division o f the Parish as aforesaid, are 
nevertheless entitled to be registered as Voters for the District 
in respect o f a qualification arising partially within the Parish.
Preparation and 
publication of Lists.
The said Lists shall, after the present year, be made out from 
the book to be kept as aforesaid.
To each such List shall be prefixed a heading shewing what 
description o f List it is.
20—The copies o f the said Lists shall be published by Manner of pubiica- 
affixing one o f each to the outer door o f every Court House 
and Police Station throughout the Parish, and, with the consent 
o f the Incumbent, to the outer door o f every Church and 
Chapel throughout the Parish.
The said copies shall be kept so affixed until after the last 
o f  the days appointed as aforesaid for the settlement o f the 
R egister; and should any such copy byfany chance be removed, 
another copy shall be affixed as aforesaid as soon as possible*
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Notice to be 
attached to Lists 
published.
21—To the Lists aforesaid shall be attached a notice to the 
tenor and effect following (that is to say)
“  Courts will he held
“  at on the day of
“  at on the day of
“  for the settlement o f the Register for the Parish of 
“  o f persons entitled to he registered, under the Registration o f 
“  Voters Law, 1886, as Voters for the several Divisions of the 
“  said Parish at the election of Members o f the Parochial Board 
“  o f the same, and as Voters for the Electoral District of 
“  at the election of a Member o f the Legislative Council for 
“  the same.
“  Every person whose name appears on one or other o f these 
“  Lists will he entitled to have his name settled on the Register 
“  of Voters at the election o f Members of the Parochial Board 
“  o f the said Parish for the Division under which his name 
“  appears, provided (1) that he is not objected to, and (2), in case 
“  ofa person not previously registered, that the Revising Judge 
“  is satisfied that he has duly claimed to he registered.
“ Provided also that i f  it appear that the name o f any person 
“  has been inserted more than once on any List such name will 
“  he struck off as many times as it is repeated, and if  the name 
“  o f any person appears on more than one o f the above Lists 
“  such person will he entitled to have his name settled on the
Register of Voters for one o f such Divisions, as he may elect, 
“  or, in the event o f his no,t exercising his election, as the R e- 
“  vising Judge may determine, and will have his name struck 
“  off the Register for the other Divisions.
“  I f  any person named herein is objected to, either altogether 
“  or as a Voter for the particular Division for which his name 
“  appears above, due notice o f such objection will be given to 
“  him, and o f the time and place when and where he will have 
“  to attend if  he wishes to he heard in support o f his right to 
“ have his name settled on the Register of Voters for the Divi- 
“  sion for which it appears above.
“  Every person qualified to he registered under the Regis- 
“  tration o f Voters Law, 1886, as a Voter for any Division o f
[Ch . 9.] The Registration o f Voters Lava, 1886.
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“  this Parish may object that any person whose name appears 
“  above as that o f a person appearing to be entitled to have 
“  his name settled on the Register for any Division is not 
“  entitled to have his name settled on such Register for that 
“  Division, but for some other or not at all, by forwarding, to 
“  the Collector for the Parish, so that the same may reach him 
“  on or before the ninth day o f July next, a notice o f such 
“  his objection, in a Form which may be procured at any Police 
“ "Station within the Parish.
“  A ny person whose name is put on any o f the above Lists5 
“  who is entitled and who may desire to have his name settled 
“  on the Register for some other Division, should apply per- 
“  sonally or by letter to the Collector o f Taxes for the Parish 
“  on or before the twentieth day o f July next, or failing such 
“  application he must apply personally to the Revising Judge 
“  at one or other o f the Courts appointed to be held as afore- 
“  said for the revision and settlement o f the Register.
“  Any person whose name does not appear on any o f  the 
“  above Lists, but who claims nevertheless to be entitled to be 
“  registered for one or other o f the Divisions o f the Parish,
“  must send in a notice o f Claim, on a Form to be provided at 
“  any Police Station or from the Collector for the Parish, to 
“  the said Collector o f  Taxes for the Parish, so that the same 
“  may reach him on or before the ninth day o f Ju ly .”
22— In Parishes which do not o f themselves constitute an Form of notice in 
Electoral District, there shall be attached to the List prepared Stilting m *Eiec' 
as aforesaid o f persons who, though not entitled to be regis- toral Dlstrlct- 
tered as "Voters for any Division o f the Parish, are nevertheless 
entitled to be registered as Voters for the District in respect 
o f  a qualification arising partially within the Parish, a notice 
to the tenor and effect follow ing (that is to sa y ):—
The Registration o f  Voters Law, 1886. [Ch . 9.]
(‘ Courts w ill be held
at on the day o f
at on the day o f
at on the day o f
“  for the settlement o f the List o f  persons entitled to be regis- 
“  tered as Voters for the Electoral District o f
14
Duty of Inspector 
of Constabulary to 
enquire as to per­
sons named in Lists*
And to give Notice 
of Objection in cer­
tain cases.
“  Every person whose name is on this List will he settled on 
“  the Register of Voters for the District of without
“  any application or stir on his part provided he is not ob—
“  jected to.
“  I f  he is objected to due notice of such Objection will he 
“  given to him, and of the time and place when and where he 
“  will have to attend if he wishes to he heard in support of his 
“  right to have his name settled on the Register aforesaid.
“  Every person qualified to he registered as a Voter for the 
“  said District may object to any person whose name is on this 
“  List having his name settled on the said Register of Voters,
“  by forwarding to the Collector of Taxes for this Parish 
“  at , so that the same may reach him on or be-
“  fore the 9th day of July next, a notice o f his intention 
“  to do so, in a Form which may he procured at any Police Sta- 
“  tion within the District.
“  Anv person whose name is not on this List or on the List 
“  for any Division of this Parish, hut who claims nevertheless 
“  that it ought to he settled on the Register of Voters for the 
“  said District, must send in his Claim on or before the ninth 
“  day of July, on a Form to he procured at any Police Station 
“  within the Parish or from the Collector of Taxes.
23—The Inspector o f Constabulary shall cause full enquiry 
to he made, by the Constables under his command, with res­
pect to every person whose name is comprised in any of the 
foregoing Lists, under the following heads
(a.) Whether more than one person is thereby designated; 
(6.) Whether all such persons are still living ;
(e.) Whether any person whose name is in the said List is 
either a female, or apparently under the age o f 21 
years, or is incapacitated by lunacy or unsoundness 
o f mind ;
(d.) Whether any such person is not a British subject by 
birth or naturalization;
(e.) Whether any such person is subject to any of the dis­
qualifications to he registered contained in this Law. 
And he shall cause notice of Objection to be made and served 
on any person whose name appears to have been inserted more
[Ch. 9.] The Registration o f Voters Law, 1886.
than once, or who is subject to any o f the said disqualifica­
tions.
24— Similarly it shall be the duty o f the Clerk to the Paro­
chial Board of any Parish to cause notice o f Objection to be 
made and served on all persons whose names are on any o f the 
said Lists who appear to be disqualified by reason o f the re­
ceipt o f parochial relief since the preceding first day o f Au­
gust. -
25—  The notice o f Objection above referred to shall be to the 
tenor and effect follow ing:—
“  To A.B., Collector o f Taxes for the Parish of 
“  Take Notice—That I, the undersigned, intend to ob- 
“  ject, at the Court to be holdeu at on the
“  day o f , to the name of
“  being settled on the Register o f Voters for the Division 
“  o f in the said Parish, and on the Register o f
“  Voters for the Electoral District o f on the
“  ground that”  ( here state the ground o f  objectionj.
{Signed) A.B. o f
26—  The notice o f Claim above referred to shall be in the 
Eorm  given in Schedule A  to this Law.
27—  The Collector shall examine into any Claim as afore­
said, and shall give notice thereof to the Inspector o f Con­
stabulary for the Parish and to the Clerk o f the Parochial 
Board; and such Officers shall proceed to investigate the same, 
and be prepared, if  necessary, to contest the same at the 
Court at which the Claim is to be made.
28— The Collector, on receipt o f any notice o f Objection, 
shall cause notice thereof to be served on the person objected 
to, five days at least before the holding o f the Court at which 
the same is to be dealt with.
The Collector shall on or before the 10th day o f July make 
and publish, in manner referred by Section 20 o f this Law, two 
Lists, the one to be headed “  List o f persons who have been 
objected to as Voters for the Parish o f and the
other to be headed “  List o f persons whose names did not
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appear on the List previously published, who have since the 
publication o f the said List claimed to have their names 
inserted on the said Register.”  Against each name in either 
such List shall he stated the Court at which the Objection 
to or Claim of such person is to he tried.
29—  Every notice o f Objection shall be dealt with at the 
Court named therein, and every Claim at the Court named in 
the notice o f such Claim.
30—  Service o f any notices required by this Law to be served 
on any party shall be effected in the same way as service o f 
process issuing out o f any Court o f Petty Session, and may be 
proved in like manner.
Eor the purposes o f such service the place o f residence o f  
any person named in any notice o f Claim, or in any List pub­
lished under this Law, shall be taken to be the last or most 
usual place o f abode o f such person; and if  such place o f  
residence be found vacant, service may be effected by affixing 
the notice to be served to the outer door of such place.
31—  The several Revising Judges shall, on the days ap­
pointed by them, proceed to hold the Courts for the settle­
ment o f the Register o f Voters at the several places ap­
pointed for that purpose as aforesaid.
32—  The Collector o f Taxes for the Parish shall, at the first 
Court holden within the Parishf or the purpose o f such revi­
sion and settlement, lay before the Revising Judge— the several 
Lists, prepared and published pursuant to the Provisions o f  
Section 19 o f this Law, from which he shall have eliminated 
the names o f all persons who have been objected to,— a List o f 
all such persons as have been objected to,— and a List o f all 
persons who, not having been inserted on the Lists first men­
tioned, have sent in notice o f Claim to be registered since the 
publication o f the said Lists.
The Collector shall also lay before the Judge the notices o f 
Claim received up to the 9th day o f  July from persons not 
settled on the Register at the next preceding Registration.
[Ch . 9.] The Registration o f  Voters Law, 18SS.
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It shall be for the Judge to decide, on an examination o f the 
said notices o f Claim, whether the requirements o f the Law 
with respect to the same have been complied with.
It  shall be lawful for the Judge, at any Court to be holden 
as aforesaid within the Parish, and without being moved 
thereto by any person, to strike, off from the List first men­
tioned the names o f the following persons
(1.) Those who neither were settled on the Register under 
revision at the preceding Registration, nor have duly 
filled up, signed, dated and sent in, a notice o f Claim, 
(2.) Those shown to the satisfaction o f the Judge to be 
dead,
(3.) Those whose names have been inserted more than 
once on any List, as often as they are repeated.
The Judge shall also correct any errors, either in the names 
or in the particulars required to be inserted respecting any 
person.
Subject to the foregoing Provisions, the Judge shall settle 
on the Register for the Parish, as Voters for the several Divi­
sions thereof, the names o f the persons contained in the said 
Lists, published as aforesaid, who have not been objected to.
33— The Judge shall call upon each person who has given 
notice o f Objection, and who in such notice has named the 
Court which the Judge is then holding as the Court at which 
the Objection is to be made, to come forward and substantiate 
his Objection, and shall, on the appearance o f the person 
objected to or o f some person on his behalf, or in the event o f 
his non-appearance on due proof o f the service o f the notice 
o f  Objection, proceed to adjudicate upon the Objection.
The burden o f proof shall lie on the party objecting, and i f  
the latter fail to appear being thrice called, or i f  he failed to 
sustain the Objection, the Judge shall declare the party ob­
jected to entitled to have his name settled on the Register for 
the Division for which it appeared on the Lists aforesaid, sub­
ject nevertheless to the power o f the Judge to strike out the 
name o f such party for any cause that would have justified 
his doing so had the party not been objected to.
The Registration o f  Voters Law , 1886. [Ch . 9.1
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Notice of claim?. 31— The Judge shall call upon any person whose name has
aod*ieait° mST ind not heen entered on the Lists aforesaid as entitled to he regis­
tered for any Division, and who since the publication o f the 
said Lists has duly sent in a notice o f Claim, and who in such 
notice has named the Court which Ihe Judge is then holdinsr 
as the Court at which the Claim is to be made, and upon any 
person who may desire to claim that his name shall he settled 
on the Register for some Division other than that for which 
it appears on the said Lists, and, in the case o f persons whose 
names have been entered on the said Lists as entitled to be 
registered for more than one Division, upon any of such per­
sons who may desire to elect for which Division he will he 
registered, to come forward, and the Judge shall then and 
there deal with such Claims and elections.
[Ch . 9.] The Registration o f Voters Law, 1886.
Any such person being thrice called and not ajjpearing shall 
have his Claim disallowed.
Any such person appearing shall be called upon to prove 
his right to he registered, beginning, in case that his name 
was not included in the List published under Section 20 o f 
this Law, with proof either that he was duly registered for the 
said District at the preceding Registration, or that he duly 
claimed as aforesaid on or before the 9th day o f July, the 
burden of proof o f this and o f his qualification being thrown 
upon him.
It shall be lawful for any Elector of the District to oppose 
the Claim o f such person.
I f  such person shall prove his Claim to the satisfaction o f 
the Judge, the latter shall insert his name on the Register o f  
Voters. .
Power of Judge to 
deal with certain 
cases of persons 
whose names ap­
pear on more Lists 
than one.
35— At the conclusion o f the business o f the last Court 
holden within any Parish for the settlement o f the Register 
as aforesaid, the Judge shall deal with the cases o f any per­
sons whose names may have appeared on the Lists aforesaid for 
more than one Division, and who have not elected for which 
Division they will be registered, and the Judge shall strike 
out the name o f every such person from the List o f Voters for 
every Division but one of the said Parish, the Judge deter-
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mining in such manner as he may see fit for which one Divi­
sion such person shall he registered.
36—  It shall be lawful for the Revising Judge, in case any 
notice o f Objection under this Law shall be deemed by him 
to have been frivolous and vexatious, to award costs to the 
party objected to, provided that such Judge shall then and 
there fix the amount o f the costs so awarded. Payment of 
any costs so awarded shall be enforced as a judgment debt in 
the District Court.
37—  Every District Court Judge acting in the execution o f 
this Law shall have the same powers, jurisdiction and autho­
rity, as i f  he were trying civil actions in the District Court; 
and witnesses shall be subpoenaed and sworn in the same man­
ner, as nearly as circumstances will admit, as in a trial o f such 
civil action, and shall be subject to the same penalties for per- 
jury.
38—  It shall be lawful for any Revising Judge, in striking 
off or in inserting on the Register the name o f any person ob­
jected to, or in allowing or disallowing any Claim to be in­
serted, i f  he shall see fit, to state and sign a Case for the opinion 
o f  the Supreme Court, to raise the question as to the correct­
ness o f such Judge’s decision. Any' such Case shall be trans­
mitted by such Judge to the Registrar of the Supreme Court on 
or before the 15th day o f August.
39—  It shall be lawful for the Collector o f Taxes for each 
Parish, in the absence o f the Clerk o f the District Court, at 
any Court holden for the purpose o f revising and settling 
the Register for such Parish, to perform at any such Court 
all the functions which would otherwise have to be performed 
by the Clerk o f the Court.
40—  The Supreme Court shall as soon as possible deal with 
and decide upon the Cases transmitted to it as aforesaid. As 
each Case is called on in Court, it shall be lawful for the per­
son whose right to have his name inserted on the Register is 
brought in question, and for the person who opposed such
The Registration o f Voters Law, 1886. [Ch . 9.1
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right before the District Court Judge, or for the Collector o f
the Parish, to appear-and argue such Case.
It shall he lawful for the Court to award costs against any 
party other than the Collector appearing as aforesaid.
I f  nobody appears on either side the Court shall neverthe­
less give its decision on the Case.
The decision o f the Court shall be given on each Case as 
soon as possible, and the Registrar of the Court shall make 
out in each Case a Certificate, under the Seal of the Court, o f  
the effect o f the decision of the Court, and transmit the same 
to the Collector for the Parish, and the said Collector shall 
forthwith bring the same to the notice of the Revising Judge.
41— The Revising Judge having revised the Lists as aforesaid 
shall, on or before the 15th day of August in each year, finally 
settle the Register of Voters for the Parish.
He shall cause such Register to be made out in as many 
Sections as there are Divisions of the Parish, and each Sec­
tion shall contain the names o f the persons entitled to vote 
in one Division.
The Judge shall cause the names to be arranged in alpha­
betical order of the Surnames, with the Christian names in full, 
and the place of residence, postal address, calling or occupation, 
and nature o f qualification, o f each person settled thereon, as in
the Porm given in Schedule A to this Law, and shall number * °  . . . .  the names in each Section in regular arithmetical progression.
The Judge shall sign the Register aforesaid, and in Parishes 
constituting an Electoral District he shall sign it in duplicate, 
and the said Register shall thereupon, subject to any altera­
tion that may he made as hereinafter provided, he the Register 
o f persons entitled to vote at the election of Members of the 
Parochial Board of the Parish for the several Divisions there­
of, and also, in cases where a Parish constitutes an Electoral Dis­
trict, o f persons entitled to vote at the election of a Member 
of the Legislative Council for such District, and such Register 
shall come into force on the day when it is settled and signed 
as aforesaid, and shall continue in force until it shall be super­
seded by. another Register duly made according to Law.
[Ch . 9.] ZAe Registration o f Voters Law, 1886.
42—  In cases where an Electoral District comprises more Consolidated Re- 
than one Parish, the Revising Judge shall, after settling the S^DisSciwaT 
Register for each such Parish, cause the* two Registers to be one'parish™ thm 
consolidated into one, and add thereto the names o f any per­
sons whose qualification arises partly in the one Parish and
partly in the other, setting out the names o f the persons in­
cluded in the same alphabetical order o f the Surnames, with 
the Christian names in full, the place o f residence, postal 
address, calling Or occupation, and nature o f qualification, 
o f  each person settled thereon, and the name or the initial 
letter o f the Parish from which the qualification arises, as in 
the Eorm given in Schedule A  o f this Law, and shall num­
ber the said persons in regular arithmetical progression.
Where in such a case the name o f one and the same person 
appears to have been settled on the Register for each Parish, 
the Judge shall cause such name to be entered twice on the 
Register consolidated as aforesaid as if  two different people 
were thereby designated ; Provided that it shall be lawful for 
the Judge, when he believes that one and the same person is 
designated, to bracket the names together; Provided also that 
ho person shall be entitled to vote more than once by reason 
o f his name appearing more than once on any List.
The Register made up as aforesaid shall be signed as afore­
said by the Judge on or before the said 15th day o f August.
43—  As soon as the Judge has settled and signed the Regis- Delivery of Regi*-°  _ - ters and Duplicate*
ter as aforesaid, he shall deliver the same to the Chair- thereof, 
man o f the Parochial Board o f the Parish to which the same 
relates, who shall have the custody of the same until the ap­
pointment by the Governor of a Returning Officer to conduct 
a general election o f the Parochial Board, when the Chairman 
shall forthwith deliver the same to the Returning Officer.
In cases w here an Electoral District comprises only one Parish 
the Judge shall deliver the other signed duplicate Register, 
and in cases where an Electoral District comprises more than 
one Parish he shall deliver the signed Register consolidated 
and made up as aforesaid, to the Returning Officer o f the Dis­
trict appointed under Law 21 o f 1884.
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44— The Collector for the Parish shall, on receiving from 
the Registrar of the Supreme Court the Certificate o f the de­
cision o f the said Coiirt on any Case submitted for the opinion 
o f the said Court as aforesaid, procure the Registers signed as 
aforesaid from the Officers having the custody o f the same, 
and lay the same together with the Certificate aforesaid before 
the Revising Judge ; and such Judge shall thereupon, i f  neces­
sary, give effect to the decision o f the Court, by inserting on 
or-striking off the Registers the name o f the person whose 
right was brought in question in such Case, and shall sign his 
name against the name so inserted or struck off, and deliver 
the Registers altered as aforesaid to the Officers respectively 
entitled to the custody o f the same.
45— Whenever anything Is by this Law required to he done 
on a particular day, and such day falls on a Sunday, such 
thing shall be done on the following day.
46— -The Provisions o f this Law, except in so far as they re­
quire that the Register shall be finally settled and signed on 
or before the fifteenth day o f August in each year, shall be 
deemed directory only ; and the validity o f any Register set­
tled and signed hy the Judge as aforesaid shall not be deemed 
to be affected by any neglect of the same. Nevertheless all 
Officers concerned are hereby required to strictly comply with 
the same.
- 47—Whenever any Officer is hy this Law required to make- 
out any List, he shall sign at the foot thereof a Declaration 
that the same is true and correct to the best of his knowledge 
and belief; and if  any such Declaration shall be untrue to the 
knowledge o'f the Officer making the same, such Officer shall 
be guilty o f a misdemeanour, and shall, on conviction thereof, 
he liable to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, not 
exceeding twelve calendar months, and to a fine not exceed­
ing one hundred pounds.
48— Sections 3 to 44 o f Law 20 of 1884, and Sections 12 to 
34 (all inclusive) o f Law 16 of 1885, shall be and the same are 
hereby repealed, save and except that the Registers o f Voters-
[Ch. 9.] The Registration o f Voters Law, 18So.
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made up thereunder shall, notwithstanding such repeal, con­
tinue in force until fresh Eegisters are settled and signed in 
accordance with the Provisions of this Law :— Provided always 
that any Claim to he registered as a Voter for any District sent 
in  to the proper Officer before the 31st day o f May next shall 
be treated to all intents and purposes as a Claim to be regis­
tered for the Division o f the Parish in which the Claimant is 
entitled to be registered.
SCHEDULE A.
FORM OF CXiAIM.
To the Collector o f  Taxes for the Parish o f
Sir,
I  hereby Claim to have my name inserted, at the next 
making up o f the Register o f Voter'S for the Parish o f 
as a Voter for the Division o f  in the said Parish at
the election o f  Members o f  the Parochial Board for such 
Division, and as a Voter for the Electoral District o f 
at the election o f a Member o f the Legislative Council for the, 
same.
M y qualification is as under :—
Christian I^ame and Surname in full.
Age.
Place o f  Residence.
Postal Address.
Calling or Occupation.
Nature o f Qualification.
And I  hereby declare that the above particulars respecting 
my said Claim are true to the best o f  my knowledge and belief.
Dated this day o f 18
(Signed) A.B.
This is to Certify that the above A . B. with his own hand 
subscribed his name to this Claim, and wrote thereon the date 
o f  such subscription. ( Or in case the Claimant cannot write 
signed his mark.)
(Signed) C. D.,
Justice o f the Peace or Collector o f Taxes.
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SCHEDULE B.
Christian and Sur- Place of Postal Calling or Nature o f
No. (dualihca-
name in full. liesidence. Address. Occupation. tion.
The Parochial General Purposes Fund Paw, 1886.
[29th April, 1886.']
TTTHER.EAS Parochial Boards in the transaction o f thebusi- 
Y V ness devolving on them, and in the employment o f the 
officers and persons incident thereto, in the care and manage­
ment o f the property vested in them, in the election o f their 
members and otherwise, must necessarily from time to time 
incur expense, and they have at present no adequate funds 
from which many o f such expenses can be defrayed, and it is 
expedient to empower them to form a fund out o f which such 
expenses can be defrayed:—
Be it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
o f  the Legislative Council o f  the Island o f Jamaica, as fol­
lows :—
1—  In  this Law the word “  year”  shall mean from the 1st 
day o f August in one year to the 31st day o f July (both inclu­
sive) in the next year.
2—  There shall be formed in every Parish a Fund, to be 
called “ The Parochial General Purposes Fund,”  out o f which 
the Parochial Board o f each Parish shall defray the current 
and incidental expenses incurred
(a) in the transaction o f the business devolving on it, 
and in the employment o f the officers and persons 
incident thereto,
(b.) in or about the care and management o f the real or 
personal property vested in such Parochial Board, 
and
(e.') in connection with the elections o f members oflh,e 
Parochial Board :—
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Provided that nothing shall be paid out o f the said Pund 
payment o f which is authorised by Law from some other 
source.
3— There shall from time to time he carried to the said Pund
(«.,) the proceeds o f any Kate levied under this Law,
(5.) the whole, or such portion as may be approved by the 
Governor, of any surplus o f Poor or other Parochial 
Kates carried forward from any preceding year,
(c) any sum that may be sanctioned by the Governor to 
be carried to the said Pund from the Fund formed 
under Law 9 o f 1873,
(d.) , such monies as the Governor may from time to time 
authorise to be advanced from General Revenue.
4—  It shall be lawful for the Parochial Board of any Parish 
in any year, subject to the Provisions o f this Law, at any meet­
ing o f such Board to be held on or before the 31st day of May, 
by Kesolution to declare a Kate, to be called the “  Parochial 
General Purposes Rate,”  for the ensuing year, on all houses 
hereinafter mentioned within the said Parish liable to the tax 
on houses for the support of the poor.
5— 'With a view to the making o f any such Kate, the Paro­
chial Board shall cause an Estimate to be prepared, shewing in 
what state the Pund authorised by this Law to he established 
is expected to be at the end o f the current year, and the amount 
expected to be required in the ensuing year to pay, as well any 
sum that may be owing to the Public Treasury in respect o f 
advances theretofore made to the Pund, as the amount ex­
pected to be required to be paid out o f the said Pund during 
the ensuing year, and shall declare the Rate aforesaid with 
reference to the said Estimates.
6— The Estimates aforesaid shall be sent, together with the 
Resolution declaring any Parochial General Purposes Rate for 
the ensuing year, to the Colonial Secretary for submission to %e 
Governor, so that it reaches the Colonial Secretary on or before 
the 10th day o f June.
[Off. 10.] The Parochial General Purposes Fund, Law, 1886.
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 ^ sta ll be lawful for the Governor to confirm, reduce or 
w holly disallow, any Rate declared as aforesaid, and Notifica­
tion o f  any such Hate having been declared and confirmed, or 
reduced as aforesaid, shall be published in the Jamaica Gazette 
on or before the 15th day o f July.
8 It  shall be lawful for the Governor,— in the case o f any 
Parish to the Parochial General Purposes Fund o f which 
advances have been made out o f  General Revenue, or to which 
prior to the formation o f such Fund advances have been made 
out o f General Revenue, to meet expenses which, i f  such Fund 
had then been in existence, would have been payable out o f  the 
same, and the Parochial Board o f  which refuses, when called 
upon by the Governor on or before the 15th day o f  May in 
any year, to declare a Rate for the ensuing year adequate to 
produce a sum sufficient to repay the amount advanced and 
owing as aforesaid,— on or before the 15th day o f July in any 
year o f  his own authority to fix and declare a Rate under this 
Law, and Notification o f  such Rate having been fixed and de­
clared shall be published in the Jamaica Gazette on or before 
the 15th day o f July, and thereupon such Rate shall be payable 
as i f  it had been declared and allowed under the next preced­
ing Section.
9—  Any Rate declared and allowed as aforesaid shall be pay­
able by the persons respectively in possession o f houses within 
the Parish rated upon their annual value, and liable to the 
tax on houses for the support o f the poor in respect o f the 
same, and shall he paid to the same officer, at the same time 
and in the same manner, as the said tax on houses, and shall 
and may be enforced and recovered by such officer at the same 
time, in the same manner and by all or any o f the same pro­
cesses, as the said tax on houses.
10—  No such Rate shall in any year exceed six-pence in 
the pound o f  annual value.
11—  The Treasurer shall open and keep an account in res­
pect o f  the Parochial General Purposes Fund o f  each Paro­
chial Board.
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•12:—It stall be lawful for the Treasurer to pay, out of the 
first monies carried to any Fund established under this Law, 
any advances theretofore made to the Board to which such 
Fund belongs out of the General'Revenue of the Island in 
respect o f expenses which, i f  such Fund had then been in ex­
istence, would have been payable out of the same.
Subject to the repayment of any such advance, the Treasurer 
shall honour the drafts from time to time made on the said 
Fund by the Parochial Board, in accordance with Regulations to 
be made from time to time in respect of signing]drafts by such 
Board, and approved by the Governor.
13— Every Parochial Board shall from time to time, at such 
times as may be fixed by the Governor, cause accounts to be ren­
dered to the Auditor General for audit, shewing the applica­
tion o f the various drafts drawn against the Parochial Gene­
ral Purposes Fund since the preceding audit.
14— The members of any Parochial Board signing any draft 
as aforesaid in respect o f any expense not authorised to be 
paid out o f the said Fund shall and they are hereby declared 
to be jointly and severally liable to make good to the said 
Fund the money so drawn; and such liability may be enforced 
by action o f debt at the suit of the Treasurer of the Island, and 
any monies recovered in any such action shall be carried to 
the credit o f the said Fund of the said Board.
[Ch . 10.] The Parochial General Purposes Mind Law, 1886.
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The Further Appropriation Laic, 1885-86.
[29th April, 1886.1
^HEREAS o f the amount o f one hundred and seven thou- Preamble.
sand two hundred and thirteen pounds, four shillings 
and fourpence, required for salaries and personal allowances 
to Public Officers o f this Island for the second six months of 
the Financial Tear to end on the 30th day o f September, 1886, 
the sum o f twenty five thousand one hundred and seven 
pounds, nine shillings and sixpence has been provided for by 
legislation, *and it is now requisite to make a further provision 
o f eighty two thousand one hundred and five pounds, fourteen 
shillings and tenpence, to meet the said expenditure:—
Be it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
o f the Legislative Council o f the Island o f Jamaica, as fol­
lows :—
1— The Treasurer o f this Island shall, on the warrant o f Expenditure of 
the Governor, pay a sum not exceeding in the aggregate 0n special sei™ 
eighty two thousand one hundred and five pounds, fourteen sanctlone<1‘ 
shillings and tenpence, for defraying the salaries and al­
lowances o f Public Officers for the second six months o f the 
Financial' Year to end on the thirtieth day o f September, one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-six, as set forth in the 
Schedule to this Law annexed.
2 The Further Appropriation Law, 1885-86. [C h . 11 .] 
SCHEDULE TO FURTHER APPROPRIATION L A W .
£ s. d.
Legislative Council 363 0 0
Colonial Secretariat ... 1,353 7 0
Director of Public W orks 3,717 18 0
Audit Office 1,070 0 0
Treasury 1,285 0 0
Clerks Parochial Boards 998 15 0
Revenue Departments 13,918 4 8
Postal ... 3,363 13 3
Telegraphs ... 1,648 7 5
Judicial 7,907 5 0
Ecclesiastical 233 15 0
Medical 11,208 0 0
Constabulary ... 21,436 7 6
Prisons 3,870 15 0
Reformatories 973 17 0
Education ... 2,271 10 0
Harbours and Pilotage 118 5 0
Government Printing and Stationery Establishment 1,619 16 0
Institute of Jamaica ... 223 5 0
P.ublic Gardens and Plantations 746 10 0
Jamaica Railway 3,249 0 0
Public W orks 212 10 0
Light Houses 316 14 0
Total £82,105 14 10
JAMAICA—LAW 12 OF 1886.
The Poet Office Paw Amendment Paw, 1886.
\4th May, 1886j\
"rTTH E RE AS it is necessary to make special provision with Preamble. 
W  regard to the collection o f the Customs Duties payable 
on Parcels coming by the post from places beyond seas, and 
also to amend the Post Office Daw 186S:—
Be it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
o f  the Legislative Council o f the Island o f Jamaica, as fol­
lows :—
1—  This Law and Law 18 o f 1868 shall be read and taken 
together as one Law.
Sections 2 to 12 (both inclusive) o f this Law shall be deemed 
to form part o f Law 18 o f 1877.
2—  In  this Law the expression “  Eoreign Parcel” means a 
Parcel either posted in Jamaica and addressed to a place out 
o f  Jamaica, or posted in a place out of Jamaica and addressed 
to a place in Jamaica, or in transit through Jamaica to a place 
out o f Jamaica.
3—  Anything in the Customs Consolidation Law 1877 to the 
contrary notwithstanding, it shall be lawful for any Poreign 
Parcels arriving by any packet boat (as defined by Law 18 o f 
1868) to be landed and taken to the nearest Post Office with­
out entry thereof, and without the Customs duty thereon being 
first paid or secured.
4—  Every Mail and every Post' Office as defined by the 
Post Office Law, 1868, shall, in respect o f any Eoreign Par­
ce l carried or being therein, be deemed'to be a Warehouse or
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[Ch. 12.] The Post Office Law Amendment Law, 1886. 
place in which Foreign Parcels may be kept and secured with­
out payment of duty on the first entry thereof.
5— Every Foreign Parcel shall, either at the port o f depar­
ture from or of arrival in Jamaica, as the case may be or at 
such other place as the Collector of Customs and the Post­
master for Jamaica shall direct, he produced by an Officer o f 
the Post Office, appointed for that purpose, to the proper 
Officer of the Customs and, if  the Officer o f Customs require 
it, shall be thereupon opened by the Officer o f the Post Office, 
who is hereby empowered and authorised to open the same 
for Customs examination, and to do on behalf of the Importer 
all other things in relation to any such Parcel, and the goods 
contained therein, that are required by the Laws relating to 
the Customs to be done by the Importer; and where there is 
a declaration o f the contents o f  any such Parcel, and of the 
value o f such contents, accompanying or affixed to any such 
Parcel, such declaration shall stand in the place of, and be 
treated as though it were, the invoice o f such contents duly 
sworn to by the Importer under Section 24 of the Customs 
Consolidation Law, 1877, to all intents and purposes.
Provided always that where the contents o f any Parcel do 
not agree with such declaration, and it shall appear neverthe­
less to the Officer of the Post Office and the Officer of Customs 
examining the said Parcel that there was no intent to defraud 
in making such declaration, such Officers may waive the for­
feiture o f such Parcel and its contents; in cases however 
where it shall not appear as aforesaid that there was no intent 
to defraud the Parcel and its contents shall be treated as goods 
liable to forfeiture.
6—  Tlffi Officer aforesaid of the Post Office shall deliver to 
the proper Officer o f Customs such entries o f the contents o f 
all such Parcels or such other documents as the Collector o f 
Customs shall prescribe.
7— I f  the Addressee o f a Foreign Parcel addressed to Jamaica 
Refuse's or neglects to pay any duty payable under the Cus­
toms Laws in respect of the goods contained in such Parcel, 
the Officer of the Post Office may retain the Parcel, and at the
3The Post Office Law Amendment Law, 1886, [Ch. 12.] 
■expiration o f fourteen days from the day on which such Parcel 
arrived at the Post Office to which it was addressed, or such 
further period as the Postmaster for Jamaica shall from time 
~to time direct, send the Parcel to the Queen’s Warehouse, or 
to such other place as the Collector o f Customs shall appoint 
for that purpose.
8— Any Foreign Parcel sent by an Officer o f the Post Office 
to the Queen’s Warehouse, or other place appointed as afore­
said under the next preceding Section, together with all goods 
contained therein, shall be treated as goods the Importer of 
which has failed, within the time appointed by Law after the 
arrival o f the ship importing the same, to make perfect entry 
or entry by hill o f sight o f such goods.
9— I f  any Foreign Parcel be delivered to or received by the 
Addressee without payment of the Customs duty payable in 
respect thereof, the amount o f such duty, as fixed between the 
Officer o f the Post Office and the Officer o f Customs at the 
time of the arrival o f the Parcel in Jamaica, shall be re­
covered from him by any Officer o f the Post Office as a post­
age.
10—  The duties payable on goods contained in any Parcel to 
which this Law applies shall, when paid by the Addressee to 
the Officer of the Post Office, be paid over by the Postmaster for 
Jamaica to the Collector o f Customs or other proper Officer, 
at such times and in such manner as shall be from time to 
time agreed upon between the two Departments.
11— I f  at any time while a Foreign Parcel remains in the 
possession of an Officer o f the Post Office it becomes offensive 
or injurious to such Officer, or other person, or to other Parcels,' 
it may forthwith be dealt with or disposed o f in such manner 
as the Postmaster for Jamaica may in his discretion direct or 
authorise.
12—  A ll Officers o f the Post Office shall, in relation to any 
o f  their dealings with Foreign Parcels under the Provisions of 
this Law, be deemed to be Officers o f the Customs acting in the 
execution o f or by reason o f their Office, within the meaning
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o f Sections 230to 237 (both inclusive) of the Costoms Conso­
lidation Law 1877.
Sections 13 and 14 
of Law 18 of 1868 
partially repealed 
and modified. .
Foreign Parcels 
exempt from 
Section 13 of Law 
18 of 1868.
Section 11 and part 
of Section 12 of 
Law 18 of 1868 
repealed.
13— So much of Sections 13 and 14 of Law 18 of 1868 as. 
provides, in effect, that there shall not be any paper or com­
munication of the nature of a letter enclosed in or with any' 
newspaper, parcel or book-packet, and that in the event of 
the breach of this Rule the whole of such newspaper, parcel 
or book-packet shall be charged at letter rates, shall be and 
the same is hereby repealed; and in lieu thereof it is hereby 
provided that if, on examination of any newspaper, parcel or 
book-packet, there shall be found enclosed in or with the 
same any paper or communication of the nature of a letter, 
it shall be lawful for an Officer of the Post Office to take out 
of such newspaper, parcel or book-packet, such paper or com­
munication as aforesaid, and forward the same hy post to the 
Addressee thereof or, if.it be not addressed, to the Adressee o f 
the newspaper, parcel or book-packet, in or with which the 
same was found enclosed; and the same postage shall be reco­
vered from the same parties, and in like manner and to the 
same amount, as if  such paper or communication had been 
posted as a letter, without pre-payment of the postage, by 
the person sending the newspaper, parcel or book-packet,, 
from the place where such paper or communication shall 
have been found by the Officer of the Post Office and forwarded 
as aforesaid.
14— The Provisions of Section 13 o f Law 18 of 1868 shall 
not apply to Poreign Parcels H-Provided always that the Pro­
visions of the next preceding Section shall apply to such 
parcels.
■ 16—Section 11, and so much of Section 12 of Law 18 o f  
1868 as empowers the Governor, with the advice and consent of 
the Privy Council, to direct that where letters or newspapers 
posted in this Island, addressed to any place within this Island, 
shall not be duly prepaid the postage or deficient postage 
thereon shall be paid by the person to whom the same shall 
be addressed, before the delivery thereof to him, with an ad­
dition of a fine equal to the full ordinary rate of postage on
5The Post Office Law Amendment Law, 1886. [ C h . 12.] 
such letter or newspaper, and that, in case o f the refusal o f the 
person to whom such letter or newspaper shall he addressed 
to receive the same, or in case he cannot be found, the postage 
and additional postage and costs, i f  any, shall be recovered 
from the sender in like manner as the postage under the said 
la w , shall be and the same are hereby repealed.
16— Where the postage on any letter, newspaper or hook- 
packet shall not be duly prepaid, double the postage or defi­
cient postage thereon shall be paid by the person to whom 
the same shall be addressed before the delivery thereof to 
h im , and in case o f the refusal o f such person to receive the 
same and to pay such double postage or deficient postage, 
or i f  he cannot be found, such double postage or deficient 
postage, and costs (if any), shall be recovered from the sender 
in like manner as a postage under the said Law.
17—  Section 10 o f Law 18 o f 1868 shall be and the same is 
hereby amended, by omitting the words “  and book-packets” 
and “  or book-*packet,”  and “  to the extent o f at least one rate 
o f postage.”
18— And whereas arrangements have been and may be 
made for the reception by the Officers o f the Post Office, and 
transmission by Mail Coach or otherwise, o f  Parcels in excess 
o f the limit fixed by Law as regulating the maximum weight 
o f Post Parcels, it is hereby Provided that the Provisions of 
Section 10 o f the said Law 18 o f 186S shall not apply to Par­
cels so received and transmitted, but such Parcels may from 
time to time be received and transmitted as aforesaid in ac­
cordance with such Regulations as may from time to time be 
made by the Governor, and published in the Jamaica Gazette.
19— The first part o f the Schedule to Law 18 o f 1868 relat­
ing to letters shall be and the same is hereby repealed; and 
the Schedule to this Law annexed shall be substituted for the 
same, and read and taken as if  it formed part o f the Schedule to 
the said Law.
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SCHEDULE OF POSTAGES.
L etters.
—
Notexceed- 
inghalf an 
Ounce in 
weight.
Above half 
an Ounce 
and not ex­
ceeding 
one Ounee 
in weight.
For each 
additional 
half Ounce 
or frac­
tional part , 
of half an 
Ounce.
Remarks.
For a .letter posted-for 
Town or Office delivery, 
or for delivery at a Post 
Office within the “  Penny 
Post”  limit approved'by 
the Governor in Privy 
-Council ; • Onepenny Two-pence Onepenny
For a letter to be con­
veyed for delivery at any 
Post Office olher than as 
stated above Tworpence Four-pence Two-pence
For a letter to or-from 
a Seaman or*Soldier in 
Her Majesty’s Service ... Onepenny If exceeding half an 
"Ounce in weight, or if 
not properly addressed 
to him, or if from him 
not? properly franked 
by his .Commanding 
Officer, the letter ceases 
to be privileged, and is 
liable to the ordinary 
rates of postage.
JAMAICA—LAW 13 OF 1886
The Parochial Boards Law 1SS5, Amendment Law, 1886.
[4th May, 1886.']
EKEAS it is expedient to amend the Parochial Boards 
Law, 1885:—
Be it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
o f the Legislative Council o f  the Island o f Jamaica, as fol­
lows :—
1— It shall be lawful for any Parochial Board from time to 
time, with the consent and approval o f the Governor (to be 
signified by the Colonial Secretary being made a party to and 
executing the conveyance), to alienate and sell any lands, 
tenements or hereditaments vested in such Board under the 
Provisions o f the Parochial Boards Law, or otherwise:—
Provided always that the moneys arising from any such sale 
shall be paid into the Treasury, and shall be invested in the 
name o f the Board either in the purchase o f other lands, tene­
ments or hereditaments, or in such other way as the said Board 
with the approval o f the Governor may determine.
The lands, tenements and hereditaments purchased, or the 
monies invested as aforesaid, shall he held by the said Board 
and its successors upon such and the same trusts, and with 
and subject to such and the same powers, provisos and de­
clarations, and for the same purposes, as were applicable to the 
lands, tenements or hereditaments, alienated or sold as afore­
said.
2— Bo much of Section 6 o f the Parochial Boards Law as 
requires that an election for any Division o f a Parish shall be
Preamble.
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held within such Division shall not apply to the Parish of King­
ston ; hut all elections in Kingston shall take place at the Town 
Hall, or such other place within the City as shall from time to 
time he appointed for the purpose by the Mayor and Council.
3—Section 8 of the said Law shall be and the same is here­
by repealed; and in lieu thereof the following shall be read 
as Section S
“ Por the purposes of holding any general election of 
“  members to constitute a Parochial Board, the Go- 
“  vernor shall from time to time appoint a Return- 
“  ing Officer for the purposes of such election.
“  Such Returning Officer shall himself act both as Return- 
“  ing Officer and as Presiding Officer at the election 
“  to be held for the Division in which is situated the 
“  principal or head station o f the Parish, and shall 
“  by writing under his hand appoint a Deputy Re- 
“  turning Officer for each other Division of the 
“  Parish, which Deputy shall have all the powers 
“  both of a Returning Officer and of a Presiding Officer 
“  in the Division for which he is appointed; any 
“  such appointment by the Returning Officer o f a 
“  Deputy Returning Officer shall he notified in such 
“  manner as the Parochial Board of any Parish may 
“  direct.
Each such Deputy Returning Officer shall make his 
“  return to the Returning Officer, who shall make a 
“  return to the Governor of all persons elected for 
“  the several Divisions of the Parish, and the Go- 
“  vernor shall cause the names of the persons so 
“  elected to be published in the Jamaica Gazette.
1  In the case of casual vacancies the Chairman, or in his 
“  absence from the Island as hereinafter mentioned 
“  the Vice-Chairman, of the Parochial Board shall 
“  either himself be the Returning Officer, or shall 
“  appoint some one person to be both the Returning 
“  and Presiding Officer for the purpose of any 
“  election.
“  The Chairman or other Returning Officer as aforesaid 
“  shall make his return to the Parochial Board, who
3
“  shall cause the name or names o f the person or 
“  persons elected to be published in the Jamaica 
“  Gazette.
“  I f  any lieturning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer 
“  appointed under this Section shall, by sickness or 
“  any other cause, be prevented or disabled from 
“■ acting, or shall refuse or neglect to act at any 
“  election, it shall be lawful for the authority who 
“  appointed such Returning Officer or Deputy Re- 
“  turning Officer to appoint some other person to 
“  supersede and act in the place o f such Returning 
“  Officer or Deputy Returning Officer.”
4— In the absence from the Island o f the Chairman of any 
Board the Vice-Chairman o f such Board shall have all the 
powers o f such Chairman.
In case both the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman shall be 
absent from the Island at the same time, the Board shall pro­
ceed to elect one o f their body to be Vice-Chairman o f the 
Board, to hold, office until the end of the current year or until 
the return o f the Vice-Chairman to the Island,^which ever 
event shall first happen.
B—A ll expenses o f elections o f members of the Parochial 
Board of any Parish shall be borne by such Parish ; and all 
expenses o f such elections in any Parish heretofore paid out 
o f  General Revenue shall be deemed to be a debt owing by 
such Parish to the Government o f this Island.
6— It shall be the duty o f the Chairman or other Presiding 
Officer o f any meeting o f a Parochial Board,— to whose atten­
tion it shall be brought at any such meeting, by any member 
o f such Board, that any person elected and returned as a 
member o f such Board was at the timo^of his election dis­
qualified to be a member of such Board, or [that the seat of 
any person as aforesaid has become vacant, and that such 
person notwithstanding such disqualification, or the fact that 
his seat has become vacant, (as thebase may be,) is or has been 
nevertheless sitting or voting]at such Parochial]Board,— to bring 
the facts to the[noticeof the Attorney General, and sup ply such 
information to the Attorney General in support o f the facts
£Ch. 13.] Parochial Boards Late 1885, Amendment Law, 1886.
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aforesaid as he may he able to procure ; and thereupon the 
Attorney General shall cause enquiries to be made into the 
matter, and if he shall consider it a proper case for a prose­
cution under Section 42 of the said Law, he shall direct the 
Clerk of the District Court of the District in which the Parish, 
or part of it, is comprised to take proceedings under Section 
42 aforesaid against the person who has sat or voted as afore­
said ; and the said Clerkjshall,— on receiving such direction, 
andonbeingsuppliedwiththenecessary funds, bythe Chairman 
or other Officer authorised to draw monies on behalf of such 
Board out of the Parochial General Purposes Fund of the Parish, 
for the payment of witnesses and other necessary expenses,— 
sue in the name of the Attorney General for the penalty or 
penalties incurred under Section 4 2 of the said Law. And pro­
cess shall be granted to the said Clerk suing as aforesaid with­
out any deposit as by the said Section required; and such pro­
cess shall be good and valid anything in the said Section to the 
contrary notwithstanding.
In the event of the Clerk of the District Court suing as 
aforesaid, failing in the action, the defendant shall be entitled 
to be paid the costs of his defence by the Parochial Board o f  
Parish out of the Parochial General Purposes Fund of the 
Parish, and judgment shall be given for such costs against the 
Parochial Board accordingly, although the said Board is not 
nominally a party to the action.
Any penalties recovered under this Section shall be paid 
into the Treasury, and shall be carried by the Treasurer to the 
credit of the Parochial General Purposes Fund of the Parish-
7—The following Sections of the Elections Law, 1884, so- 
far as by Section 35 of the Parochial Boards Law they are 
with certain modifications incorporated with the said Law, 
and made to apply to Elections under the said Law, shall be 
and the same are hereby amended as follows
Section 10, in so far as the same is modified hy suhstituting- 
the word “ third” for the word “  seventh,”  shall be incorpo­
rated with the said Law without such modification.
Section 16, by adding after the word “  person” inline 3 the- 
words “  or those of the persons.”
[Ch. 13.] Parochial Boards Law 1885, Amendment Law, 1886*.
5Section 25, by omitting the words “  two or more candi- 
“  dates,”  and by inserting in lieu thereof the words “  a larger” 
“  number o f  candidates than the voter is entitled to vote for.
Section 29, by omitting the words “ i f  he is a registered 
“  elector for any Division o f the Parish for which the election 
“  is held.
8— The declaration mentioned in Section o f  the said Law 
shall, in all cases after a Chairman o f the Board shall have 
heen elected, be made before such Chairman or other member 
presiding at any meeting o f  the Parochial Board.
9—  After any general election, as soon as a Chairman has 
been elected in accordance with the Provisions o f  the said 
Law, it shall he lawful for the Board either at once to pro­
ceed to the election o f a Vice-Chairman or to appoint some 
day not later than the 21st day o f October on which to pro­
ceed to such election.
[Ch. 13.] Parochial Boards Law 1885, Amendment Law, 1886.
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JAMAICA—LAW  14 OF-1886
The Railways Further Loan Law, 1886.
- y /h  May, 1S81?.]
I 1 THEREAS The Railway Loan Law, 1879, and The Rail- 
T y way Extension Loan Laws, 1S80, and Railways Eurther 
Loan Law, 1884, did not fully provide for the cost o f the un­
dertakings authorized by those Laws respectively, and it is 
necessary to provide further funds for completing the said 
undertakings, and it is expedient to raise such money by a 
Loan :—
Be it enacted by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
o f the Legislative Council o f  the Island o f Jamaica, as fol­
lows :—
1—  The Governor o f Jamaica may from time to time, by 
the issue in England o f Inscribed Stock under the Provisions 
o f  the Inscribed Stock Law, 1885, or by the issue, either in 
England or in Jamaica, o f Debentures under this Law, or 
partly in one way and partly in another, raise any sum or 
sums not exceeding in the whole fifty two thousand pounds, 
at a rate o f interest not exceeding four and a half per cent, 
per annum, to be applied in carrying out the several objects 
to which the Loans authorised by the above recited Laws were 
authorised to be applied respectively.
2—  The principal moneys and interest secured under this 
Law are hereby charged upon and guaranteed by, and shall
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3— Every Debenture issued under this Law shall be for a 
sum not less than one hundred pounds sterling, and shall 
bear interest at a rate not exceeding four and a half per cent, 
per annum, payable half-yearly.
4— The Debentures when issued in England shall be issued 
in London, on behalf of the Government of Jamaica, by the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, (in this Law referred to as the 
Crown Agents,) and shall be signed by them on that behalf, 
and when issued in Jamaica shall be signed by the Colonial 
Secretary and Director of Public Works, and countersigned 
by the Treasurer of the Island of Jamaica.
5— Every Debenture issued in England shall, before being 
issued, be registered in a Register Book, to be kept for that 
purpose at the office in London of the Crown Agents; and 
every Debenture issued in Jamaica shall, before being issued, 
be registered in a Register Book, to be kept for that purpose 
at the Public Treasury.
6— There shall be attached to every Debenture Coupons for 
the payment of the interest to become due in each half year 
upon the principal secured by the Debenture.
The Coupons shall be sufficient in number to provide for 
the payment of the interest, either during the whole period 
for which the Debenture has to run, or for such limited period 
as the Governor, or the Crown Agents acting on behalf of the 
Government of Jamaica in England, may determine.
7— The Debentures and the Coupons thereto may be in such 
form as the Governor, or Crown Agents acting on his behalf 
in England, may direct or approve.
8— Every Debenture or Coupon, and the right to receive 
the principal and interest secured or represented thereby, 
shall be transferable by delivery.
9— So long as any of the Debentures remain outstanding 
the Governor shall, in each half year ending with the day on 
which the interest on the Debentures falls due, appropriate,
[Oh. 14.] The Railways Further Loan Law, 1886.
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out of the General Revenues and Assets of this Colony, a sum redemption of, principal ofequal to one half year s interest on the whole o f the Deben- Debentures issued
* tures previously issued, including any which may have been m Mnalco" 
redeemed, and remit such portion o f that sum as shall be equal 
to one half year’s interest on the whole o f the Debentures 
previously issued in England, including any which may have 
been redeemed, to the Crown Agents, at such time as will 
enable them to pay thereout the then current half year’s in­
terest on the then outstanding Debentures issued in England 
on the day when it falls due; and out of the remainder of 
that sum the Treasurer shall pay the then current half year’s 
interest on the then outstanding Debentures issued in Jamaica 
on the day when it falls due, and the balance of that sum 
shall be invested by the Treasurer, under the direction of 
the Governor, towards the formation of a Fund applicable, in 
manner hereinafter provided, to the redemption o f the De­
bentures issued in Jamaica.
After the expiration of five years from the day on which 
the first of the Debentures is issued, and so long thereafter as 
any o f the Debentures remain outstanding, the Governor shall, 
in each half year ending as aforesaid, appropriate out o f the 
Revenues and Assets o f this Colony an additional sum, equal 
to ten shillings sterling per cent, on the total nominal amount 
of all the Debentures issued on or before the first day o f that 
half year, including any which may have been redeemed, and 
remit such portion of that sum as shall be equal to ten shillings 
sterling per cent, on the total nominal amount o f all the De­
bentures issued in England on or before the first day of that 
half year, including any which may have been redeemed, to 
the Crown Agents with the remittance hereinbefore men­
tioned ; and the remainder o f that sum shall he invested by 
the Treasurer, under the directions of the Governor, towards 
the formation o f the Fund hereinbefore mentioned applicable 
to the redemption of the Debentures issued iu Jamaica.
10—The Crown Agents shall, subject to the approval of Remittances to 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies.how™ bfa^8’ 
for the time being, place and keep the moneys so remitted to pUed- 
them, or so much thereof as may not be required for imme-
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diate payments, on. deposit at interest in their names with 
some Bank or Banks in London or Westminster, and shall 
hold all such moneys and the accumulations thereon in trust 
to apply them, in the first place in payment of the interest 
for the current half year upon the Debentures for the time 
being issued in England and outstanding, and in the next 
place in the formation of a Bund applicable in manner here­
inafter provided to the redemption of the Debentures issued 
in England.
11— The interest upon the principal secured by each De­
benture shall run from the day named in that behalf in 
the Debenture, and shall be paid half yearly on the days 
-named in that behalf in the Debenture, if issued in England 
at the office in London of the Crown Agents, and if issued in 
Jamaica at the Treasury of the Island.
12— The Eunds applicable under the Provisions of this Law 
in England and Jamaica respectively to the Redemption of 
Debentures shall be applied, in the first place in payment o f 
all expenses of or incidental to the Redemption of Debentures, 
including the charges of the Notary Public attending at any 
drawing thereof, and the costs and expenses of all notices 
required by this Law to be given, and in the next place, 
subject to the aforesaid payments, in re-payment of the 
principal moneys for the time being secured by the Deben­
tures.
13— The Debentures if issued in England shall at the op­
tion of the Crown Agents subject to the approval of Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies for the 
time being, and if issued in Jamaica shall at the option of the 
Treasurer subject to the direction of the Governor, be re­
deemed either by purchase in the open market or by annual 
drawings; and, subject to the aforesaid payments, the sums to 
be applied annually in England and Jamaica respectively to 
such Redemption shall in each Country correspond as nearly 
as may be to, but not exceed, the amount applicable therein 
under the Provisions of this Law to the Redemption of Deben­
tures.
[Ch. 14.] The Railways Further Loan Law, 1886.
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14—  After the expiration o f five years from the day on 
which the first o f the Debentures is issued, and so long there­
after as any o f the Debentures remain outstanding and un­
satisfied, the Crown Agents as to the Debentures issued in 
England, and the Treasurer i f  so directed by the Governor 
as to the Debentures issued in Jamaica, shall in every year, 
unless the whole o f the money applicable in that year to the 
Redemption o f Debentures has been applied in the purchase 
thereof, appoint respectively a day in that year for the draw­
ing by lot o f the Debentures to he redeemed.
15—  I f  a day is appointed for drawing, the Crown Agents 
as to the Debentures issued in England shall give by ad­
vertisement in the London Times newspaper, and the Trea­
surer as to the Debentures issued in Jamaica shall give by 
advertisement in the Jamaica Gazette and in not less than 
two newspapers published in the Colony, not less than fifteen 
days’ previous notice, specifying the days on which, and the 
hours and places at which, the drawing will take place, and 
the nominal amount of the Debentures to he redeemed at 
those drawings respectively.
16— On the day and at the hour and place so specified the 
Crown Agents and Treasurer respectively shall hold meet­
ings, at which the holder of any Debenture may if  he think 
fit he present, and snail then in the presence of such Deben­
ture holders (if any) as may attend, and o f a Notary Public, 
draw by lot, out o f the whole number of Debentures for the 
time being outstanding, Debentures of the specified nominal 
amount.
17—  The Crown Agents and Treasurer respectively shall 
thereupon declare the distinguishing numbers o f the Deben­
tures drawn for Redemption, and shall as soon as may he, in 
case of Debentures issued in England by advertisement in the 
London Times newspaper, and in case o f the Debentures 
issued in Jamaica by advertisement in the Jamaica Gazette 
and in not less than two newspapers published in the Colony, 
specify those numbers, and appoint a day (not being later as 
to each Debenture than the day on which the then current 
half year’s interest thereon is payable) on which the princi-
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pal moneys secured by the Debentures so distinguished will 
be re-paid.
18— On the day so appointed, the Crown Agents in respect 
of Debentures issued in England at their office in London, and 
the Treasurer in respect of Debentures issued in Jamaica, shall 
on demand pay to the holders o f the Debentures drawn for 
re-payment the principal moneys secured by those Debentures, 
with all interest payable thereon up to that day.
19. Erom and after the day appointed for the re-payment 
o f any Debenture all interest on the principal moneys se­
cured thereby shall cease and determine, whether payment 
o f the principal hayei or have not been demanded.
20— Upon the re-payment of the principal moneys secured 
by the Debenture, the Debenture with all the Coupons there­
unto belonging, if issued in England shall be delivered up to 
the Crown Agents, and if  issued in Jamaica to the Treasurer, 
to be by them respectively cancelled and forwarded to the 
Government o f Jamaica.
Any Debenture redeemed by purchase shall likewise be so 
cancelled and forwarded.
21—  No money applied in Redemption of a Debenture shall 
be re-borrowed, and no Debenture shall be issued in respect 
o f or in substitution for any cancelled Debenture.
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